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AS OTHERS SEEUS. _ 

Buoclution passed at meetings of seafaring 
men in London, , Glasgow, Car 
dif, Hull, Sunderland, Dundee, Shields, 
and other ports :—‘ This meeting pledges 
itself to support Szaranina.” 

Ship Masters’ and Certificated Officers’ Union. 
“Having the largest circulation in the 
world of any paper connected with ship- 

Szaraning is the best medium for 
advertising the wants of seafaring men.” 

Worning Advertiser.—" Ably and smartly 


written.” 
Daily Chronicle.—" An ably conducted and 
interesting paper.” w 
Reynolds's Weekly Newspaper.—" A bright 
little paper.” 


literary World.—‘ Will be appreciated by 
all who go down to the sea in ships.” 

Coast Seamen's Union (San Francisco).— 
“Delightful and interesting, and a worthy 
champion of the sailors’ cause.” 

Star. — What sailors are interested in, and 
need to know, is nate sg all ay al 
i Daily Post.—" Fast winning a fore- 

ea the title of SEAFARING. 
Most popular with seafaring people.” 

Liverpool Mercury.—The variety of matter 
with which it is replete, and the informa 

4tion which it contains, justify its claim to 
be ‘the organ of the seafaring class.’” 

1 Hcho. —“ Nominal price and 
multiform attractions.” 

The People.—‘ It will be useful to those 
in whose behalf it has been started.” 

The Democrat.—‘ Did useful work.” 

Seaboard (New York).—‘ Bears that 
peculiar, indescribeble air that most news- 
paper men recognise as a warranty of long 


life and prosperity.” 

Weekly Budget—“ A career of much 
prosperity and usefulness.” 

Tonbridge Free Press.—‘ Interesting to 
everybody.” 


Mercantile Marine Service Association Repor. 
ter.—“ A genuine ring about the articles, 
which are written in true sailor style.” 

Scottish Leader.—‘ Its sails are already 
filled with a favouring breeze.” 

Observer.— Advocates the in. 
terests of seagoing folk with zeal and 
ability.” 

Western Daily Press.—" It is well conducted, 
and 4 full of original matter.” 

Eastern Daily Press.— Something in its 
columns to suit even gentlemen of 
England « 

Engineers’ Ganette.—Rapidly improving, both 
in quality and circulation. 

Hamoshire Independent.—‘Well conducted.” 

Cork Heaminer.— Promises to be one of 
the most valuable of the class papers.” 


South Wales Hcho.—“ Well edited, and 
Interesting.” 
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SHANGHAING IN 'FRISCO, 


By A VETERAN SINDER. 





(Continued from last week's SEAFARING.) 


There was one time a big ship was layin’ 
in the river, and she wanted 10 men. She 
was all ready for sea, but couldn’t go without 
them. 

“ Bill,” says my partner to me, “ we've got 
to have the men aboard that vessel afore 
daylight to-morrow morning.” 

“ Well.” says I, “I'll see what I can do!” 
So I started out. AsI was taking a scurry 
round the bay I see a big ship just coming 
in through the Golden Gate. ‘Ah, ha!” 
thinks I. ‘If that feller don’t let his men 
ashore to-night I’m all right.” So I keeps 
away, and sails down in my little boat to 
meet the vessel. 

I got aboard, and went to the old man, 
and says I, “ Cap'n, if you don’t get a chance 
to moor your vessel to-night, I’d advise you 
not to let your men go ashore, for if you do 
you'll never see ‘em again, and youll have 
to pay 20 dollars a head for men from 
town.” 

This sort of staggered the old man, and 
he turns to the pilot with: ‘ What do you 
think? Can we get up?” 

Now the pilot knew his business, for ye 


see, 
MANY A DOLLAR 


of Tom’s money had gone into his pccket, 
and says he, “ No, rot agin this tide, and ye 
see the sea breeze has already played out, 
and it is as this runner says, if ye want your 
men aboard to-morrow mornin’ you'd better 
come to anchor down here.” 

“ All right,” says the skipper, and they 
dropped the mud hook pretty well down the 
bay. Then I went for’ard to the men, and 
says I, “ Don’t some of you fellows want to 
go ashore to-night? The old man has 
made up his mind not to let you, but if ten 
or a dozen of you want to go I'll be under 
the bow with my boat after dark and take 
ye off. And I'll give ye my word you'll be 
aboard ship afore sunrise ” 

You see I didn’t lie to ’em, for I'd made 
my calculations to have em aboard a ship 
afore mornin’. 

Some on ’em jumped at it, as I knew 
they would, then after telling ’em to keep 
mum I started for shore, but on the way 
stopped at the “outward-bounder” and 
told her cap’n to be on the look-out for me 
a little 

AFTER MIDNIGHT:! 


When I met Tom he jumped at the idea 
all at once, so we got all ready, and when it 
come dark we started off and sailed down 





pretty close to the vessel, and then, taking 
to the oars, pulled in under the bow and 
made fast to the anchor chain. 

“Are you all ready?” whispered I. But 
there was no answer, so I crawled up the 
cable on to the bowsprit shrouds, and stick- 
ing my head up over the buffalo rail I see a 
feller jest comin’ out o’ the forecas'le. 
* Hist!” saxs I. He heard me and crawled 
for’ard. ‘‘ Are you ready?” I asked. 

“Yes,” says he. 

‘‘How many of ye?” says I. 

“ Fight.” 

I was disappointed, for here was a loss of 
a hundred dollars; but eight was better’n 
nothing. So I says, “ All right, bear a 
hand.” And I crawled down into the boat 
again with the eight sailors following in my 
wake. We cast off and pulled away. Tom 


PASSED THE BOTTLE 


round, and began spinning yarns about the 
fun that was going on ashore, and by the 
time we reached the outward-bounder they 
thought we were the best fellows they ever 
fell in with 

“IT guess we'll put them oilskins aboard 
this ship now, Bill,” says Tom. “It'll save 
our stopping when we come off in the 
morning.” 

‘* All right,” says I, ‘Ship ahoy !” 

“Hullo!” 

“Heave us a line, I want to come 
aboard.” 

‘All right,” says the officer from the 
quarter deck, for ye see he was expecting 
us. And he hove us a line. 

Tom, taking a suit of oilskins on his arm, 
climbed over the rail. 

Now, ye see, we'd given our fellows just 
enough to take to make ‘em want more, 
seeing they hadn't had any liquor for four 
months, so when Tom stuck his head over 
the side and sung out: “Say, you chaps in 
the boat, come up here a minute and take 
something. There fellows have got lots of 
it, and some on ‘em are going ashore with 
us. Come up; it won't take long” 

Up I started, and they, not thinking, 
followed. 

Ye see, Tom and the skipper had fixed 
it all right. The men that he had aboard 
had shipped willing, but it was all we could 
rake at the time; he had sent some grog 
into the forecas’le, and when I went for’ard 
with my crowd they were having 


A GOOD TIME. 


“Boys,” says I, “there are some of the 
crew of that ship that come in this after- 
noon, and they wanted to go ashore, but as 
we had to stop aboard here, we thought 
we'd pay you a visit.” 

Perhaps you don’t know that sailors are 
like old maids, they like to go visiting. 
Pretty soon they were spinning yarns and 
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drinking from he tin cup of grog as though 
they were old shipmates. 

*“ Bimeby,” says I, “I guess I'll go look 
at the boat. We ain’t going ashore just 
yet.” Isaid that cause one of the fellers 
started to come out on deck with me. % ~~ 

I met Tom at the gangway, and in less’n 
half a minute we were over the rail, into the 
boat and 

PULLING AWAY. 


I'll admit it was a scurvy trick for one 
sailor to play on another, but it had to be done. 
Then, again, while I was in the forecas’le 
Tom was in the cabin agett’n’ the 400 dols. 
from the cap’n; and that of course went a 
good ways towards easing our conscience. 

When I turned out the next morning 
and went down to the shore, I could see the 
white sails of the ship, almost off the Ferra 
Leones, and I knew that she’d got away all 
right. But I couldn't help thinking what 
a rumpus her officers must be having just 
about that time. 

Oh, yes, Tom and I made lots of money ; 
but then what good did it do? Here I am, 
a poor old hulk, stranded high and dry, 
too old to go tosea and hardly money enough 
to carry me through the balance of the 
voyage of life. 

Tom? Ah, yes. He died, outin ’Frisco. 
Like many another man in those days, Tom 


DIED WITH HIS BOOTS ON. 


It was this way :— 

We were trying to work a feller that we 
thought we could get easy, and were filling 
him with grog, .some of it wasn't straight 
grog either. And when we thought we had 
him all right, and sleeping sound, we headed 
with him for the boat; but, bless your heart, 
man, that feller was as wide awake as you 
and I are at this minute. 

Too much awake for poor Tom. He pulled 

his pistol and let her go! and my old 
chym never tried to shanghai a man after 
that. yet’ 
The next day I took Tom's body up to 
the old Eta Buenna burying ground, a place 
which the Spaniards had used years before, 
and scooped out a grave »nd stowed him 
away. 

Yes, I’ve often been sorry for the hand 


that I’ve taken in the business, but in those, 


daysI thought it was all right to sHananar 
A MAN ABOARD A VESSEL. 


THE number of members in the Union of Certifi- 
cated Shipmasters and Officc rs is increasing. 

AFTER midnight on Monday Hamburg was 
in total darknes-, owing to the strike among the 
men employed in the gasworks, and the consequent 
inability of the company to supply the public lamps. 

PRESENTATION TO A CHAPLAIN’S WIFE.-—On 
April 28 the British seamen in Bilbao gave a testi- 
monial to Mrs, Burnell. wife of the British 
chaplain, who has been for some years working 
among sailors in that port. The presentation was 
made by Mr. A. Turner (New ort), in an appropriate 
speech, and consisted of three cases of first-class 
table cutlery and plate, numbering 99 pieces, in- 
cluding one dozen most handscme silver fish 
knives and forks; very fine silver mounted meat 
and fowl carvers, each piece with monogram, and 
each case bore the inscription: —‘* Presented to 
Mrs. Burnell from her sailor friends, Bilbao, 1890,” 
Messrs. Tredennick (Cardiff), Biuwn (Sunderland), 
and Clements (Glasgow), added suitable speeches, 
while many other friencs from all parts of the 
United Kingdom were present, and tock part in the 
interesting proceedings, all wishing to testify to 
the esteem in which Mrs. Burnell is held by her 
seafaring friends; At the close of the ceremony, 
three cheers were given for the workers at the 
Seamen’s Reading Rooms. It may be mentioned 
that about three years ago the sailors presented the 
chaplain, who has been working in the port for 11 
years, with a gold chronometer watch, 


WHY ARE SHIPS MISSING ? 


II. 

While running down the eastern side be- 
tween Gcugh Island and Kirgulens Land 
during a passing shower of sleet, the officer 
of the watch on deck sitting whistling under 
the lee of the companion head, a man on 
the look-out and the watch handy, the cook, 
who had just been called, on stepping upon 
deck, cried out :— 

“Good God! Look at the iceberg! ” 

Down went the helm, and we cleared the 





iceberg. Jf it had not been for the cook 
there would have been another vessel 
missing. 


Again, once when a gale was brewing, 
the officer of the watch was to take in the 
upper topsails and mainsail, when the 
captain, having Dutch «& urage, would not 
allow it to be done, and went below. The 
vessel was shak ng under her sails, and the 
wind was inereasing. At 12 o'clock mid- 
day the chief mate came on deck to get 
some orders, and being one of those l-rave 
determined sailors, showed our old captain 
that he must not leave orders like that to 
his officers. At 12.30 we lost the main- 
sail, at 12.45 the upper main topsail, and 
before 4 o'clock we hed our decks swept, 
fore upper topsail, main staysail, and outer 
jib in ribbons. Of course the cause of all 
the loss and danger to life is not far to see. 

The Plimsoll mark is never taken notice 
of in foreign countries. We once loaded 
rice at Saigon to such an extent that the 
mark was 18 inches below the water, but 
this was not conspicuous on a steamboat of 
6,000 tons. We encountered a strong gale 
of head wind and nearly foundered. If 
there had been a storm or cyclone there 
would have been another steamboat missing. 

While steaming from Australia to China, 
and near the latter coast, during the mid- 
night watch we struck with the luff of our 
port bow a Chinese fishing junk, and sank 
her immediately, two men on board perish- 
ing. Another slight accident happened 
which was never reported, I presume. We 
struck a sunken rock, and I saw the in- 
denture when the vessel was on the slip. 

One very thick morning on board one of 
the finest and largest steamboats which 
sail to the South, vid Madeira, and sailing 
at the rate of 14 miles per hour, we found 
ourselves embayed in that island. 

“ Stop her!” “ Full steam astern!” and 
all was safe. It might have been otherwise! 

It is a fact that many owners leave off 
repairs until a dull season sets in. Some- 
times the repairs will not wait In this 
case I was standing within three feet of the 
engine-room skylight when the top of the 
high-pressure cylinder was blown up to the 
“first heaven.’’ Happily, only one man was 
injured, but we were detained three months 
in the first port. 

Let me return once more to sailing 
vessels. On a voyage from Australia 
the steward and cook had full charge of our 
fresh water. All went merrily till nearing 
the Equator, when the pump of thelast tank 
declined to give up water. All hands were 
at once put on short allowance, and there 
was no cooking. This was a state to 
be in—all through the carelessness of 
our master. A few barrels of water 
were secured near the Equator. At 
last we reached Port au Prya in the 
island of St. Jago, and got a supply. 
Leaving this island we got into shallow 
water and had to retrace our course, and 





) get clear away. 





Still another piece of carelessness, While 
lying in Magagan Roads, off the coast 
of Africa, a vessel dropped her anchor 
near by us, and sent a boat alongside 
asking if we were wind-bound. Learninc 
that we were bound for Magagan, they 
found out that they had passed La Roch 
and come to Magagan instead. 

Such men have charge of our vessels, §o 
much for instances which have come under 
my own personal observation, but thousands 
of seamen could, if they would, tell as true 
and even more startling tales of master, mate 
and seaman not doing their duty. What 
is the cure for this? If cabdrivers are 
punished for carelessness when driving 
why should ships’ officers be exempt? 
Great Companies have their detectives; 
why not the Board of Trade? My remedy 
is this. The Board of Trade should compel, 
at first, each passenger ship or steam boat 
to take two seamen as policemen, who 
should keep watch alternately, and keep a 
log-book ; take notes of the doings of the 
master and officers, and see that the men 
keep a proper look-out—these policemen not 
to interfere with the master, officers or 
men, nor thry with the policemen. ‘This 
would not interfere with the command, of 
the ship. If carelessness were not put a 
stop to by their information, that informa. 
tion might at least get the master and 
officers punished for the danger which they 
cause to life and property. a 
Osta, 
Peterhead. , 


SSS 


PAYING SEAMEN’S WAGES. 





The reply to the President of the Board 
of Trade to Admiral Field’s question inthe 
House of Commons on the system of turn- 
ing seamen ashore in foreign ports without 
money in their pockets, and with ‘six ‘to 
twelve months’ waces due, deserves atten- 
tion. Admiral Fieid’s question was:— 

“To ask the President of the Board of 
Trade, whether his attention has been 
called to the following remarks made’ by 
Admiral H.R.H. the Duke of Edinburgh 
at the Mansion House, April 28, when 
presiding at the annual meeting of ‘ Missions 
to Seamen’ Society :— ' 

“*But this system cf sending seamen 
direct to their homes, and the transmission 
of their wac es after them, has not yet been 
extended to foreign shores. 

“« British crews are dismissed from their 
ships on the ¢oasts of France, Belgium, 
and Holland, etc., to await payment amongst 
people of a strange language, so that, the 
Consul of Dunkirk reports as. follows, with 
just indignation, “of the sharks of all 
nations, who infest the large discharging 
ports between the Elbe and Brest, in order 
to live principally cn the. British seaman 
and his weakvesses ;” and urges, “the in- 
troduction of the system for the transms- 
sion of wages, free of charge, at the chie 
discharging ports between the Elbe, and 
Brest.”’ =i 

“«In Dunkirk last year 2,002 British 
seamen were discharged, receiving £34,565 
in cash, and £658 in bills on the owners. 
Of this money, £16,056 was remitted by 
911 money orders, leaving £19,187 dor the 
crimys to operate upon in that one French 
port.’ 

“And, whether he will endeavour, t 
meet the evil complained of, as, recom 
mended by the Consul of Dunkirk, by ™ 
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grting # clause in the next Merchant Ship- 
ping Amendment Act.” 
SirMichael Hicks-Beach, so far from 
denying or questioning the existence of the 
evils under which seamen suffer, as pointed 
out by the Duke of Edinburgh—himself a 
gaman—illustrated the extent of the evil 
by showing that no less a sum than £60,000 
had-in the year ending March 31 been 
received by British seamen paid off in 
foreign ports, between the Elbe and Brest, 
and remitted by money orders alone. The 
President did not say how much money, 
besides that remitted, was paid to seamen 
discharged in those foreign lands amongst 
le of strange languages. But it was 
probably as much more, or at least £120,000 
in all, in one year, of wages earned by 
British seamen at the risk of their lives, 
which-had accumulated in the hands of their 
employers, without any interest being paid 
to seamen upon it. Much of this money 
must..have been in the use of the 
men’s employers for periods exceeding six 
nonths."’The shipwright who builds the 
ship would not work for a day, if he and his 
wife and family were to be kept out of the 
day's wage for over six months) Why 
should’ the workman who navigates the 
ship be in a worse position, in this respect, 
than the man who builds it ? 


The President of the Board of Trade did 


not explain to the House of Commons what 
it cost the seamen whilst waiting orders— 
out of work and out of wages—for several 
days to, obtain their earnings, these 4,000 
money orders—nor what it cost them to 
pay for the orders. Nor did he say that 
the orders so obtained are not payable at 
amy ordinary post office, but only in certain 
seaports. Nor did he say what it cost 
British seamen to convey themselves, their 
bedding, and their chests of clothes from 
aforeign land to their own country. The 
paying-off system in the Royal Navy was 
bad enough in former times; but here is 
what H. R. H, the Duke of Edinburgh 
says of it now :— 

“Great moral benefit has been reaped 
in the Royal Navy by altering the pay 
arrangements so that the crews receive 
seven-eighths of their wages at the end of 
each month and the remainder quarterly, 
md by the large extension of monthly 
allotments of half-pay. 


“An Act of Parliament contemplates a- 


similar frequency of payment of wages, 
during ‘long voyages, to the merchant sea- 
men’s banker; but the Act appears to be 
ihoperative. Consequently merchant crews 
diten come to be paid off. with a year or 
more wages due.” 

Mr, Chamberlain’s Act, to which His 
Royal Highness refers, ordains that all sea- 
men on long voyages shall have the right 
to half their wages being paid monthly 
into their bankers, or to their. relatives. 
Of course, the money at their bankers 
Would then be their own, and they would 
be obtaining interest upon it. The remain- 
ng half of their wages would be available 
fo meet contingent expenses during the 
Voyage and when paid off; and they need 
tot draw on their own bank account unless 
they required the use of the money. 

he workman's wages, whether by sea or 
and, are his own within a reasonable 
Petiod after earning them, whether at the 
fad of the day, or of the week, or of the 
nonth. But it is simply shameful that the 
Workman and his family should be kept out 
o lis wages for periods often exceeding six 
months, as is the case in the mercantile 
Marine alone, A Commanper, R. N. 





THE LOAD LINE BILL, 





This Bill was further considered last Tuesday by 
the general Standing Committee of the House of 
Lords, presided over by Karl of Kimberley. 

When the Committee adjourned, a week ago, 
Clause 3 was under discussion, and as amended it 
stood thus :—‘ All vesseis loaling at ports in the 
United Kingdom shall conform to such regulati ns 
with respect to overloading or improper loading as 
may be made by the Board of Trade for preventing 
loss of life at sea.” Lord Balfour of Burleigh, as 
representing the Board of ‘Trade, had moved an 
amendment giving exemption from this clause to 
foreign vessels whose own State had passed similar 
legislation, but notice was subsequently given by 
the noble lord that he would move this alteration 
in another form. 

Oa the Committee reassembling last Tuesday, 

Lord Thring said he desire’ to move the rejec- 
tion of the third clause. It was introduced in tke 
other House, and was one of the most extraordinary 
clauses ever presented to any lezislative assembly. 
It made the Board of Trade the supreme arbiter of 
the sea; and surely that was never whatits framers 
intended. Hither this clause must be rejected, or 
the whole of the rest of the Bill; because the 
clause not only absolutely covered everything ia 
the eight clau-es, but went far beyond them. fhe 
President of the Board of Trade might repeal any 
regulations of the Legislature, and that with respect 
not only to English but to colonial and foreign 
vessels. He knew that laws had been made as to 
the conduct of foreign sh:ps in a British port, but 
never had he seen or heard of a clause whose 
object was simply to compel uniformity of loading 
in a port, and which could not be enforced after a 
vessel left that port. An American barque might, 
for instance, be subject to these regulations in a 
port, but she had only to go out three miles, and 
load from lighters to any depth, in spite of these 
regulations. ‘This extraordinary clause was a 
singular monument of legislation. (Laughter.) 

Lord Herschell remarked that the history of this 
clause was that it was an attempt to meet the views 
of the shipowners, who were very unwilling that 
this Act should come into operation, unless foreign 
vessels were, as far as possible, subjected to the 
same dutics with regard to loading as they were 
themselves—no doubt a perfectly reasonable wish 
upon their part; and consequently ac agreement 
was come to by the Board of Trade, the ship- 
owners, ani the promoters of the Bil, that this 
clause should be inserted. At the time when the 
clause was adopted he did not think that its full 
scope was realised by those who were parties to it ; 
and from a!l he could learn, now that the ship- 
owners had become aware of what its effect would 
be, although they were very desirous that some 
provision should find its way into the Bill to carry 
out their views, they were anything but enamoured 
of this particular provision. 
would give the Board of Trade absolute control 
over the loading of all ships, British as well as 
foreign. Anything, however, further from the 
wishes, desires, and anticipations of the ship- 
owners he could not imagine, because they 
had always protestid against, and objected to, 
the interference of the Board of Trade with 
the way in which they should load their ships. 
But when they said that all vessels should comply 
with the regulations of the Board of Trade with 
regard to loading, it impliedly aliowed the Board of 
Trade tou make such regulations as they pleased 
with regard to loading ; and although it was true 
that no penalty was named, yet they might indict 
any person who disobeyed for a misdemeanour. Of 
course it would enable the Board of Trade to say 
that a shipowner should not load a cargo in bulk, 
but in begs. Therefore, it was quite clear that this 
clause could not remain in its present form, even in 
the interests of those who really desired its in- 
sertion. He had thought about this matter a good 
deal, and he was not in a position to suggest an 
alternative clause which would carry out the object 
of the shipowners without doing mischief. He was 
fully prepared to consider any proposal that might 
be made on their behalf. If they had desired to 
stand by the clause as a matter of compromise he 
should have been prepared to stand by it; but th y 
did not wish this clause to remain. He thought 
the real truth was that they did not fully appreciate 
the present state of things. At the present time, 
uader the the existing Merchaut Shipping Act, 
if any vessel, British or foreign, was proved to 
be overladen, the Board of Trade could Ce- 
tain her. If a foreign vessel, they must give notice 
to the Consul of the Power to which she belonged. 
Now, it was quite true the shipowners said that 
that power of detention was too cautiously exer- 
cised, and that the foreign vessels were not always 
interfered with as often as they would be were the 
law as strictly enforced as it should be. He did 


No doubt this clause | 


not say how that was. It was only natural enough 
that there should be, as there ought to be, very 
great Care taken in interfering with the vessel of a 
foreign Power in a port with regard to how far the 
loading was consistent with safety; but he would 
point out that if anything had to be Gone, it could 
be done only in the direction of enforcing more 
strictly the existing law. If it was s&id that the 
Board of Trade was not sufficiently rigorous in the 
enforcement of tie law, how would they make the 
Board enforce the law better by making any new 
provisions? If they made a new law with regard 
éo foreign ships, the same considerations would tie 
the hands of the Board of Trade, that tied them 
now; and he cid not think they would get one whit 
more protection by this clause than they got under 
the existing law. Then, they would find it very 
difficult to insert any provision which would 
be satisiactory and at the same time workable and 
just with regard to foreign nations. The better 
course would therefore be to direct those at the 
Board of Trade to endeavour to see that the 
existing Jaw was carried into effect as far as it 
might be. The:e was this to be said in favour of 
this view—that when this new Bill applied, and all 
British vessels had a compulsory load line, the 
cuties of the Board of Trade officers at the different 
ports would be very much simplified. At present 
they had to consider where the load line ought to 
be, and whether a ship was loaded below that line. 
| Thereatter the latter question would be the only 
one to be looked to, and the consequence would be 
that the duties of the officers of the Board of 
Trade with regard to watching overloading would be 
simplified; and if the greater leisure they thus 
gained was devoted to a more careful examination 
| of what was being done in the case of foreign 
ships, probably what the shipowners desired would 
be carried into effect by a better administration of 
the existing law, which would be more effectual 
than by the insertion of any clause in this Bill. 
The promoters of the Bill, he was quite sure, did 
| not desire to go back from the arrangement; but 
all parties were now agreed that this particular 
clause was unworkable. He therefore would not 
oppose its omission from the Bill. 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh said that after the dis- 
| cussion he regarded the clause as virtually struck 
out of the Bill; and he only wanted to make it 
| abundantly clear that although this clause gives 
| large powers to the Board of Trade, it was not the 
Board of Trade that asked for them—(hear, hear) 
—to the extent which it was now pointed out that 
it would do—(hear, hear). He would, however, 
propose after the clause was deleted what might be 
considered a substitute for it. 

‘the Earl of Ravensworth desired to make a few 
remarks to the Committee on this subject of deten- 
tion, for he thought this was the proper time to 
| point out—what perhaps the Board of Trade were 
| probably aware of—the absolute inefficiency of the 
present law in its execution. It was of no use to rely 
on the existing law, because the law of 1876 was so 
complicated by continual amending Acts that it 
was impossible for any one but a Jawyer to know 
how the Jaw stood—(laughter). The Act of 1876 
confirmed and extended the powers of the Act of 
1871; but the later Act (1876) was most doubtful 
in its operation. It provided two remedies against 
overloading; but ome power actualiy con- 
flicted with the other. They were concurrent. 
The first was a criminal remedy against the ship- 
owner ; but there was also the remedy of detention, 
and what happened was this. Supposing a ship- 
owner, by some means or other, got his ship free 
from port with a few tons too many on board. A 
court of inquiry was held, and the criminal prose- 
cution came into play at once ; but the jury refused 
to convict the shipowner under the crim:nal portion 
of the Act, because they said that the Board of 
Trade had power of detention, and they usually 
asked, “‘ Why did not they stop the ship?” To 
prove how utterly inoperative that clause was, 
would their lordships believe that in the seven 
years subsequent to the passing of the Act of 1876 
—up to the end of 1884— there were no fewer than 
200 prima facie cages of over'oading to which the 
attention of the Board of Trade was called by 
their surveyors? But the Board were only able 
to prosecute in 14 of these, and in only three cases 
weie they able to obtain verdicts. Therefore to 
depend upon this remedy was to rest upon a broken 
reed. Now they were about to reject the shipowners’ 
clause, and they would be left to rest upon an in- 
effective Act of Parlisment, He would point out that 
under the Act of 1876 local courts of appeal were 
constituted under the local marine boards, assisted 
by their technical assessor, in detention cases. But 
supposing a foreign ship was detained, they could 
not expect these courts to be held, for the Board of 
Trade did not exercise the power. These continual 
amending Acts were a puzzle and a nuisance to 
everybody. 








Earl Percy: Were the 200 ships foreign ships? 
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The Earl of Ravensworth: No; British ships. I 
should say that the Board of Trade can get these 
local courts of appeal for foreign ships; but they 
never have exercised their power in that respect. 

The clause was then struck out of the Bill. 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh moved to insert as a 
new clause the following provision as to foreign 
ships :— 

“Where the Board of Trade certify that the laws 
and regulations for the time being in force in any 
foreign State with respect to overloading and im- 
proper loading are equally effective with the corres- 


ponding provisions of the Merchant Shipping Acts, ‘ 


it shall be lawful for Her Majesty by Order in 
Council to direct that on proof of a ship of that 
State having complied with those laws and regula- 
tions, she shall not when in a port of the United 
Kingdom be liable to detention, or to any other 
penalty for non-compliance with the corresponding 
provisions of the Merchant Shipping Acts. Pro- 
vided that Her Majesty may by Order in Council 
direct that this section shall not apply in the case 
of ships of any foreign country in which it appears 
to Her Majesty that corresponding provisions are 
not extended to British ships.” 

The noble lord said the Board of Trade thought 
they were bound, under all the circumstances, as 
far as they could to keep faith with those with 
whom an arrangement was made when Clause 3 
was accepted. These proposals were really to rest 
upon the existing powers under the existing Acts, 
which enabled the Board of Trade to stop foreign 
vessels from overloading, just as British ships were 
stopped, under the Act of 1876. In the opinion of 
the Government it was very much preferable that 
the foreign ships should be checked from non- 
compliance with their own law, than to be detained 
arbitrarily under the British law, and the principle 
of this clause was that if a foreign State to which 
a ship belonged had made equally effective laws for 
the prevention of overloading, and the Board of 
Trade declared them equally effective, then the 
Board should not have power to detain the ship if 
she had complied with her own laws. The proviso 
prevented British ships being placed at a dis- 
advantage. In short, the clause might be said to 
favour reciprocity of treatment with regard to 
overloading. 

Lord Thring thought the clause open to the 
gravest and most serious objection, both as to 
matters of form and matters of principle. He 
should indeed think that if a foreign ship satisfied 
the requirements of her own laws against over- 
loading, she shou!'d not be subject to detention by 
a Board of Trade officer. That part of the clause 
was almost an absurdity; and as to the penalty 
part, it was entirely inapplicable. He also would 
like to ask what had reciprocity to do with the 
question whether a ship was overloaded or not ? 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh pointed out to the noble 
lord that by the Act of 1876 a foreign ship was 
liable to a penalty with regard to overloading or 
improper loading. 

Lord Thring said he would admit he was ignor- 
ant of the existence of this clause, but that did not 
remove his objection to this new proposal. He 
understood that the Committee had, in striking out 
Clause 3, decided that foreign ships should not be 
subject to the same rules as British. 

Lord Herschell thought that some verbal amend- 
ment would require to be made to make it clear 
that the penalty referred to was only that for 
which a ship would be otherwise liable. He under- 
stood that this provision was that if a foreign State 
had made a law with regard to their ships for the 
same purpose as our laws, and she complied with 
her own laws, she would not be liable to detention. 
Of course it might be said that it was not necessary, 
and that in that case she would not be detained, 
but then it avoided any question arising under their 
own laws, and they got rid in her case of any 
question between the Board of ‘rade and the ship- 
owner as to the actual load line. All that had to be 
seen was that the law was complied with. He did 
not think there would be any real disadvantage in 
this, and if it induced foreigy nations to make 
Jaws similar to those of this country so as to have 
an international code, he thought there would be 
a very great advantage indeed—(hear, hear). 

The Karl of Ravensworth said he did not desire 
to seem cantankerous, or to be ungrateful to the 
Board of Trade, but it seemed to him that this was 
a very negative clause. The real use of the clause 
was to read it in precisely the reverse sense in 
which it was put—(laughter). At the recent Inter- 
national Conference at Washington, a thoroughly re- 
presentative gathering, the British delegates brought 
before a meeting this very question of load line, 
and the Conference absolutely declined to entertain 
it. They all said that the time for it had not yet 
come, and they recommended Her Majesty’s Govern- 
ment to summon another Conference at some 
future time to consider the subject. If they did 
not pass the load line legislation, how were the 





people of this country to regulate loading in the 
ports of the United Kingdom? The clause was 
thoroughly incomprehensible except to a legal 
mind—(laughter), 

The chairman asked whether the proviso was in 
the proper form. It seemed to give two alterna- 
tives, and left an option to the Queen, in Council, 
whether or not the Act should be applied in certain 
cases, He suggested that it should read: “ This 
section shall not apply in the case of ships of any 
foreign country in which it appears to Her Majesty 
that corresponding provisions are not extended to 
British ships.” 

On the motion of Lord Herschell, the Committee 
amended the proposed clause by making the first 
part finish thus: “ She shall not, when in a port of 
the United Kingdom, be liable to detention, nor 
shall there arise any liability to any other penalty 
which would arise for non-compliance with the 
corresponding provisions of the Merchant Shipping 
Acts.” 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh, in reply to the chair- 
man’s question, said he thought there must be some 
expression of the determination of Her Majesty 
with regard to the proviso. 

The Karl of Ravensworth: My objection to this 
clause is that not one shipowner in 500 will under- 
stand it. (Laughter.) 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh: If you strike out the 
words ‘“‘by Order in Council” you leave no ma- 
chinery for showing what does appear to Her 
Majesty. 

The Earl of Camperdown and Lord Herschell 
agreed that the first part of the proviso, providing 
for an Order in Council, was necessary ; and the 
noble chairman then said he had only asked the 
question for information, and would not move an 
amendment. 

The clause, as altered by Lord Herschell’s amend- 
ment, was agreed to. 

Olauses 4 and 5 were as follows, and were agreed 
to without discussion;—‘4. For the purposes of 
the Merchant Shipping Act, 1876, as amended by 
this Act, the expression ‘amidships’ sha]l mean 
the middle of the length of the load water-line as 
measured from the fore side of the stem to the 
aft side of the stern-post. 5. This Act may be 
cited as the Merchant Shipping Act, 1890.” 

On the motion that the Bill as amended be re- 
ported to the House, 

Lord Balfour of Burleigh said he hoped the 
Committee understood that on the report stage in 
the House the Secretary of the Colonies (Lord 
Knutsford) intended to carry out the undertaking 
he made and would move the insertion of words 
postponing the application of the Bill to Colonial 
ships for a period of twelve months. (Hear, 
hear.) 

The Bill was then ordered to be reported as 
amendec. 


SS 


GOT CERTIFICATES 


As Masters or Mates, during week ended 10th 
May, 1890. 

Note.—Ex. ©., denotes Extra Master; O. C., 
Ordinary Master; 1 M., First Mate; O. M., Only 
Mate; and 2 M., Second Mate; S88., denotes Steam 
Ship Certificates. 


FOREIGN TRADE. 


Examining 

Name. Grade, Board. 
Gully, Geo. 2M London 
Jones, Thos. 2M ] ondon 
Constable, Cyril B. 2M London 
S'ewart, Jno. A. 2M London 
Page, Wm. Jas. 2M London 
Burne, Felix M. P. 2M London 
Gaunt, Guy R. A. 2M London 
Orford, Fredk. J. 2M London 
Baker, Arthur Chas. 2M London 
Gunn, Donald M. 2M London 
Brown, David S. 2M London 
Wilson, Geo. F. 2M London 
Lichfield, Jno. A. 2M London 
Thompson, Ohas. J, oc London 
Hopkins, Robt. H. H. OC London 
Brewell, Saml. oc London 
Sorge, Percival O0cCc London 
Legh, Arthur E. oc London 
Elis, Henry 1M London 
Edmiston, Wm. W. 1M London 
Pullen, Chas, S. O00 London 
Ingles,Geo. F.S. Prov. Master London 
Wickenden, Thos. Ex C London 
Street, Geo. 2M Liverpool 
Kendal, Jno. MSS Liverpool 
Vyvyan-Robinson, E. OC Liverpool 
Vidler, Chas. 1M Liverpool 
McCallum, Chas. K, ExC Liverpool 
Chambers, Jno D. iM Liverpool 





Name. 


Lee, Edwin Chas. 
David, A. H. 
McCarthy, Walt. R. 
Aitchinson, Geo. D. 
Mellin, Gustave 8. 
Williams, Jno. 

Clough, Chas. 
Glenny, Wm. R. 

Uter, Alfd. E. 
Torrance, Thos. A. 
Henderson, Chas, Wm. 
Kennedy, Wm. 

Jack, James 

Barrie, Ernest Chas. 
Camerom, Jas. 

Rose, Jas. K. 
Goodwin, Jno. 

Peek, Jas. 

Kain, Albert Jas, 
Buchanan, Harry Wm. 


“ 2 
= 


ORR wr BH OOOH REE OOD oto to he BS 89 bob 
ApeenZzQaoke ZS Rock RE RBEEBEEEEEES 


Bowie, Colin McN 
Browne, Jno. Hy. 
Ralston, J. McI. 
Miller, Jno. 
Ainslie, Jas. 
Skinner, Jas. 2 8 
McKay, Stewart 
Dickie, Jno. 
Reid, Jno. C, 
Miller, Robt. 8 
Findlay, Alex. L. Cc 
Niven, Peter P. 1M 
Proudfoot, Peter P. 1M 
Macrorie, Wm. H. 1M 
Robbie, Geo D. 2M 
MacLeod, Wm. 2M 
Finlayson, Jno. 2M Fore & Aft 
Oliver, Richd. C. 2M 
Storm, Frank 2M 
Smith, Jas. W. 1M 
Weltz, Gustave J. K. Oc 
Sweetingham, Benj. J. 2M 
Barnes, Alfred Edwd. 2M 
Green, Wm. Hy. 2M 
Wearn, Geo. Jas. OM Fore & Aft 
Kennedy, Felix Jno. 1M 
Middleton, Jas. 1M 
Cook, Fredk. Wm. 2M 
Crowther, Digory 2M 
Pearce, Geo. 1M 
Wallace, Jno. W. 2MS8S 
Pederson, MathiasH. 2MSS 
Calder, Adam 1M 
Kemp, Edmund 1M 
HOME TRADE. 
Creed, E. H. Mate 
Mullen, Jno. Mate 
Somner, Geo. B. Mate 
McArthur, Hector Mate 
Macphail, Dugald Master 
McPhail, Angus Mate 
Campbell, Allan Mate 
Leitch, Wm. Master 
Fowler, Alex. Master 
Campbell, Alex. Master 
Winter, Harry G. Mate 
Puleston, Hy. Geo, Mate 
ENGINEERS, 


ee, 
<a 


Examining 
Board, 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Glasgow 
Glasgow 


Aberdeen 
Dundee 
Dundee 
Dundee 
Dundee 
Dundee 
Dundee 
— 

- Hartlepool 
W. Hartlepool 
W. Hartlepool 
W. Hartlepool 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southampton 
Southam 
Plymou 
Plymouth 
Plymouth 
South Shields 
South Shields 
South Shields 
South Shielis 


London 


Liverpool 
Liverpool 


Southam 
Plymouth 


Note.—Ex. 1, denotes Extra First Class ; 1, First 


Class ; 2, Second Class, 


Name. Class. 


Jeffrey, Martin 
Hawkins, Jno. Hy. 
Butterworth, Bryce 
Ash, Alfd. E. 
Owen, Owen 
Swindles, Simeon 
Hall, Chas. 
Andrews, X. 
Williams, D. R. 
Hodgson, Jno H. 
Acklam, Hy. 
Stewart, Saml. C. 
Jamieson, Jno. L. 
Wilson, Wm. 
Borthwick, Jno. 
Muir, Jas. 
Christie, Andrew 
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Port of Exami- 
nation, 


London 
London 
London 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpool 
Liverpoot 
Hall 
Huil 
Leith 
Leith 
Leith 
Leith 
Leith 
Leith 


A TELEGRAM from St, John’s indicates a serious 
crisis in regard to the Newfoundland Fisheries 


question. 


THE captain of the steamer James Hall, at es 
from Aberdeen, reports that during the passage 
chief steward, George Smart, was drowned. 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


BRISTOL SAILORS’ 
A CORRECTION. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


s1z,—I was extremely surprised at the statement 
{n your issue of 3rd inst., that 13 men of the crew 
of the Persian Monarch, en route from Gravesend 
to Cork, were turned out of this Home. I most 
emphatically deny this assertion; as, on the con- 
,every attention was given to the men, and 
they left the Home of their own accord. I must 
sak you, in justice to this Institution, to insert this 
letter in your next issue.—Yours truly, 
M. BRYAN, Superintendent. 
Bristol, May 8, 1890. 


“BELGRAVIA’S” CASE. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


§ir,—We are all Union men here, and would 
like to know about the Belgravia affair. What 
about the wives and families of the men who went 
to prison? Kindly let us know; it is much spoken 
ofin this ship, and no doubt in many others, A 
letter or copy of SEAFARING sent to Calcutta, 
would oblige,—Yours truly, 


HOME. 


8,8. 





A. BRASH. 
8.8. City of Bombay, 
Birkenhead, May 8, 1890. 
To the Editor “ Seafaring.” 


DEAR S1k,—In last week’s issue there is a para- 
graph wherein it states that 15 seamen, 8 firemen, 
and 9 coal-trimmers of the above-named vessel 
were sentenced at Greenock to six months’ im- 


_ prisonment for refusing to go to sea with men they 


considered incompetent. You are quite correct as 
tothe number of men, but the sentence instead 
of six months was six weeks—enough in itself no 
doubt for the crime these men were guilty of. 

Iwould crave the favour of your inserting in 
your first issue the case in detail as it happened, 
and which was as follows:—The s.s. Belgravia 
shipped her crew here in Glasgow, the same being 
all good and true members of the N. A.S. & F. 
Union. Previous to shipping her crew the leading 
stoker of the ship and a member of committee of 
the Glasgow Branch (Patrick Sherlock) sent a man 
(whom he was wishful to take with him) to the 
Union office to join our ranks. This man not 
having been to sea before, and an extra large 
amount of Union trimmers being on the unem- 
ployed list, he was refused admission. Mr. Sher- 
lock coming himself was told why the man would 
not be allowed to join. Notwithstanding, that 
man and another non-Unionist were at the ship at 
the time of her departure for the purpose of getting 
what is termed a *‘ pier head jump,” in other words 
to fill the places of shipped men failing to turn up. 

These two non-Unionists were taken on board, 
andthe ship left Glasgow. Going down the river 
the discovery was made that these two men were 
not Union men. When the ship arrived at the Tail 
of the Bank (Greenock) one of them was sent ashore 
With a fireman, who happened to go down with 
the ship to see a boy of his going away, and the ex 
2nd engineer (I can give the names if required) 
to the Union office, to get a pass to allow him to go 
% Cardiff, where he pledged his word to become a 
member. There being no person in the office but 
the boy, he would not interfere in the matter, with 
the result that the man had to come to Glasgow. 

In the interval the watches had been set, and out 
of the ten trimmers shipped for the stokehole, 
there were only six appointed, the four others 

ng told off for engine-room work. This, Mr. 

itor, was out of all reason, to think that six men 
Were being compelled to do the work of ten, and 

ey, Considering that they were being taken 

vantage of, went to the chief engineer (another 
tre friend of the seaman) for an explanation. 
€ said the engine room would require the 
Mrvices of these other four men for cleaning 
Purposes, and declined to hear them further. The 
ne consulted among themselves, and came to 

e conclusion that they would go with the ship to 
—s providing they would be allowed the third 
tone each watch when leaving Cardiff. They 
i then again to the chief engineer, and told him 
a, decision, asking him to guarantee them the 
ion Man at the time specified. This he absolutely 
rere to do, meaning by this that two men of 

| watch were to supply coals for 18 furnaces. 

’, Mr. Editor, all sea-going firemen, aye and 
neers as well, will know to be utterly impos- 
the 0 two men can do this without doing 

Mselves some grievous injury, and they told 
%, and then refused to go with the ship. He 





(chief engineer) immediately sent ashore for a 
posse of policemen, who came on board and 
arrested the trimmers, taking them ashore to 
prison. 

A scratch lot of pick ups were got somewhere 
and put on board to fill the vacancies. The fire- 
men would not sail with them, as they could 
plainly see that they were incompetent men. For 
this they were also taken on shore and lodged in 
prison. The order was thergiven to shorten the 
anchor cable, preparatory to the vessel leaving. 
Captain McPhee (ship’s husband) coming forward, 
asked what was the use of shortening, and no fire- 
men on board. The sailors then getting to know 
the true state of affairs, demurred at the action 
taken in imprisoning their brother Unionists and 
shipmates. They also were for this taken ashore 
and accommodated with quarters the same as their 
brothers. The leading stoker, four quartermasters 
and lamp trimmers calmly stood by, seeing 
their shipmates all being marched off to prison, 
they being accessories in sending these 33 men 
there. As Union men they should have been ruled 
by the majority, and taken their place among the 
rest. Had they done this, [ venture to say that 
these men would not now be undergoing the 
term of imprisonment imposed upon them. But as 
long, Mr. Editor, as such members as the above 
referred to are among us, the ends of true Trades 
Unionism and Justice will always be defeated. 

This is the true case, and which goes clearly to 
point that the leading stoker (Mr. P, Sherlock) was 
the sole cause of this deplorable action, and for 
which I am very happy to inform you the Glasgow 
Branch have expelled him. The four quarter- 
masters and lamp-trimmer have also been expelled. 

In conclusion, I might just add that these 33 
men at their trial were very ably defended by 
Messrs. Rennie and Stronach, the two Union Law 
Agents of Glasgow and Greenock Branches, who 
fought every point inch by inch, but circumstances 
were all against them. However, the heartiest 
thanks of the members of the Glasgow and Greenock 
Branches have been awarded these two gentlemen 
for their energetic zeal displayed at the trial, of 
which we hope to hear more anon. 

We have started a fund in connection with the 
above case for the benefit of those thirty-thre 
martyrsto Trades Unionism. The proceeds will be 
presented to them at the expiration of their unjust 
term of imprisonment (June 10, 1890). We also 
invite brother members of all other Branches to 
subscribe their mite, which can be done through 
their respective secreteries. Thanking you, Mr. 
Editor, for the insertion of this and past favours,— 
I remain, yours truly, 

RAMBLER, 
Member Glasgow Branch. 


HULL LOOAL SOCIETY. 
To the Editor of “ Seafaring.” 


DEAR S1r,—As you have allowed “Toby” to 
make such sweeping assertion: about me, perhaps 
you will kindly insert my reply. It seems to me 
thit “‘ Toby ” is labouring under the delusion that [ 
rule the above Society, but if he has a precedent to 
go by, I have not. On the contrary, having been a 
Trades Unionist for over 20 years, I have always 
found that Societies rule their servants, and I should 
like to ask him how it is that during the few years 
he has been to sea washing plates and dishes (for 
notwithstanding his nom de plume he is recognised), 
he has only just found out that he ought to joina 
Society. In the first place, if we snarl at each 
other, whose faulc is that? For the National 
Union ignored their own scheme of federation, 
after we agreed to accept it, and I must say that 
he lies when he accuses this Society of trying to 
oveithrow the Union, and at the same time not very 
complimentary to them if his ideas are so limited 
that he thinks this local bubble can pit itself 
against the National Union. Secondly, I beg to 
inform him that personally I had nothing to do in 
withdrawing or reaffiliating with the Trades Council, 
no further than carrying out my instructions, and 
likewise that he should endeavour to understand 
what he reads, as Mr. Maddison’s words were, that 
he hoped to see me and Mr. Reid sitting amicably 
side by sideon the Council, and when I said “ Never,” 
I meant it, and events proved that I formed a better 
idea of that man’s character than those who were 
foolish enough to tiust him with their money. 
Thirdly, does “Toby” wish our members to 
ask him what they are to do with their money? 
But to answer your correspondent, the reason our 
members sent it was because they thoughtif Mr. 
Wilson was the man that Abbott said he could 
prove him to be, it was only fair that he should 
have every facility to prove his assertions. 
Now, Sir,} it is quite evident that “Toby” mis- 
represents me, as he has told others that I have 
worked hard for this association, and having so 








worked, I must have worked also for him and others 
who were mean enough to receive benefits that 
they never subscribed for. He again speaks of 
what we, or I, have done, but it does not suit him 
to let all unbiassed men know that having tried all 
means to crush us, they now resort to what they 
call sympathetic measures ; but we don’t approve of 
them, neither will Unionists in general,and that is, 
they are admitting any of our members who will 
leave us and join the Union free of entrance fee; 
and before he talks of being tools of shipowners 
let him pause and consider whether him or me is 
working most into their hands, by showing them 
that he and others like him hate with undying 
hatred those who fought his battles for him before 
he had the manliness to help fight his own, and 
only because they will not ;haul their yards aback 
to suit him. One more answer and I am done, and 
that is where there is one man belonging to Wil- 
son’s shore gang members of our Society, there is a 
dozen belonging to the Union, and now, thanking 
him for the compliment paid to our members when 
he says they are men of good sound common sense 
(I only wish I could say the same of him), I will 
conclude by advising him to go away from the 
wheel and lie down like a good dog, before he gets 
kicked by the man at the wheel for trespassing. 
Thanking you, Mr. Editor, in anticipation,—I am, 
yours truly, 
J. B. BUTCHER, 
Hull Seamen’s and Marine Firemen’s 


May 5, 1890. Amalgamated Assoc. 





Several let/ers in type but crowded out. 





UNION OF SHIPMASTERS AND 
OFFICERS, 


On the completion of his first year of office as 
president of the above Union, Captain J. W. Wright, 
the president, has been presented with a handsome 
cigarette holder, by Captain R. 8. Nicholson, one of 
the oldest members of the head office, as a mark 
of esteem for the manner in which Captain J. W. 
Wright has discharged his duties as president of 
the Union, he having filied the presidential chair at 
51 weekly meetings out of the 52 weeks of the 
year, and has unly been absent on one occasion, and 
that on account of illness in his family circle. 

The following letter has been sent to Sir Michael 
Hicks-Beach, President Board of Trade :— 

“T am requested by the Executive Committee 
and members of this Union, to inform the honour- 
able Board, that at a meeting of shipmasters and 
officers held at their Club-rooms, 33, Market-place, 
South Shields, on Wednesday, April 23, 1890, a 
resolution was passed stronzly condemning the 
present system of self-trimming steamers, and 
that the secretary write the Board of Trade, 
petitioning that a searching inquiry be held into 
the loss of the ss. Julia Wiener, where 11 of the 
crew were drowned by hercapsizing. Also that this 
meeting of certificated officers of Great Britain and 
Ireland strongly condemns the present action of 
shipowners carrying non-certificated officers in 
their ships and steamers, seeing that in many cases 
our coasting steamers are sailing with non-certifica- 
ted men in charge, and especially is this the case 
with second officers position. Also that this meeting 
of shipmasters and officers petitions the Board of 
Trade that ships’ officers of all grades should be 
compelled to hold certificates of competency, either 
for foreign or home trade, before being allowed 
to take charge of a ship or steamer’s deck, 
and we humbly suggest that provisivn should be 
made by Parliament and the Board of Trade for a 
second mate’s certificate to be put into a position 
to be used after it is obtained. At present it is 
purely voluntary on the part of the shipowners 
whether they carry second mates in their ships or 
not, thus causing a great difficulty for the young 
men obtaining the po-ition of second mate, 
whereby they have to get time in as required by 
the Board of Trade before they can pass a higher 
grade in their profession. Trusting that the Board 
of Trade will kindly notice this appeal, as it is our 
intention to offer our petition in Parliament in the 
near future,-I bez to remain, dear Sir, yours 
respectfully, Geo. T. Ltuccock, secretary.” 





At Newport (Mon.) on May 12, William Parker, 
master of the steamer Naworth Castle, of Sunder- 
land, was charged, under the Merchant Shipping 
Carnage of Grain Act, with not taking the neces- 
sary precautions against the grain in his vessel 
shifting. The captain's certificate showed that of 
2,400 tons of grain sh'pped at Odessa for carriage 
to Hamburg, 380 tons in bulk were carried between 
decks. Defendant, who hed incurred a penalty of 
£3(0, was fincd £20, 








SEAFARING. 








IN THE DOG WATCH. 


Mr. J. H. Wilson, the general secretary 
of the Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union, was 
not returned as M.P. for Fast Bristol last 
week. As he was only three days before 
the constituency, while he had to contend 
against local men well known there, and 
having an army of canvassers, while he had 
only three or four, we did not expect that 
he would be successful But he scored 602 
votes, and would have scored double but for 
the fact that the polling took place on a 
Friday. Better luck next time. 





Here is an important item of news 
from Australia:—‘“ By an order from the 
Queensland Government, in future the 
crews of vessels carrying emigrants or 
mails to the colony must be composed 
solely of white seamen. No Lascars or 
coolies to be employed on board, except as 
servants.” Bravo Queensland! May the 
rest of our colonies follow your example, 
which, we trust, will not be lost on the 
Imperial Government itself. 


We are glad to hear the proposed Trades 
and Labour Council for Goole is making 
such rapid strides. The first general meet- 
ing is to be held on Saturday, June 7, 
when the representatives of the various 
Trades and Labour organisations will meet 
together to discuss questions affecting the 
working classes of Goole for the first time. 
We wish them success. 





Admiral His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Edinburgh, who presided at the recent 
annual meeting of the Missions to Seamen 
at the London Mansion House, in the course 
of his speech said :— 

Great moral benefit had been reaped in the Royal 
Navy by altering the pay arrangements so that the 
crews receive seven-eighths of their wagesat the end 
of each month and the remainder quarterly, and by 
the large extension of monthly allotments of half-pay. 
An Act of Parliament contemplates a similar fre- 
quency of payment of wages, during long voyages, 
to the merchant seamen’s banker; but the Act 
appears to be inoperative. Consequently merch int 
crews often come to be paid off with a year or more 
wages due, and on arrival they are dismissed to the 
shore, without any money in hand, to await pay- 
ment three to five days later. This system 
necessitated such seamen leaving on credit, and the 
order of crimps grew up. 

There is much in this worth discussing in 
the Branches of the Seamen’s Union. 
Meanwhile, we are glad that, as stated 
in last week's Szararinec, the attention of 
Parliament has been called to the other 
parts ot the same speech, in which His 
Royal Highness refers to working sea- 
men on Sunday in foreign ports,-and to the 
necessity of reform in the matter of sending 
seamen and their wages home from foreign 
ports. From the reply of Baron de Worms 
it would appear that the Government are 
doing something in the matter of Sunday 
labour. A little pressure from the Seamen’s 
Union might help them to do more. As to 
sending seamen and their wages home from 
foreign ports, Sir Michael Hicks-Beach says 
that to provide the necessary staff for the 
purpose would be costly. No doubt it 
would if special officials were required, but 
the existing staff of most of the British 
Consulates ought to be quite safficient. A 
little extra work would do these gentry good. 
“For Satan fiuds some mischief still for idle 
hands to de.” Perhaps it is because they 
are so idle that British Consuls so often play 
the mischief with the poor shellback. If 
they had less time to dine and wine with 
the captains, bribes might be fewer and 





justice less rare. 


SEAFARING DISASTERS, 


Aquila, schooner, of Goole, from Teignmouth for 
Newcastle with clay, put into Dover on May 12. 
The mate reports captain was struck by mainsheet 
off Dungeness, and knocked overboard. 

Argomene and DBenares, whilst loaded and ready 
to sail, have been %n collision at San Francisco. 
Both damaged. 

Antoinette, British barque, put into Monte Video, 
May 13, leaky, and partially dismasted. 

Bala, screw steamer, of Cardiff, Bushe)], master, 
from Rotterdam, in ballast, went ashore on the 
Longsand. Two lifeboats went to her from 
Margate. Captain refused assistance, Vessel sub- 
sequently came off, and proceeded down Channel, 
apparently uninjured. 

Bergen, Amsterdam for Hull, Jaden with general 
cargo, is reported to have stranded near Withern- 
sea on the ebb, and remains, 

Baron Douglas, British steamer, Bassein for 
Amsterdam, with rice, went ashore outside the 
piers at Ymuiden, but got off without assistance. 

Celestial, steamer, which went ashore near 
Priok, has got offand has proceeded. 

Constance, schooner, of Port Madoc, from 
London for Dublin, sank off St. Catherine’s Point 
after collision with barque Dundale, from Middles- 
brough to Bahia Blanca, which has anchored in St. 
Helen’s R ads with bows slightly damaged. Crew 
of schooner landed at Portsmouth. 

Cleanthes, +, of Sunderland, from Flushing for 
Tyne, ballast, stranded half mile south of Souter 
Point, and is full of water; crew landed in own 
boat at Sunderland, 

Derwent.--A collision occurred in the Mersey 
between the coasting steamers Derwent and the 
Fire Queen, the former having one of her plates 
broken ; damage to the latter not known. 

Embleton, British barque, has been totally dis- 
masted off the coast of Chuy. A steamer has gone 
to her assistance. 

Eveline, British s, entered Cow Bay (C.B.) 
grounded during a fog, but got off again, and will 
proceed to Halifax to repair. 

Gratitude, British steamer, from Novorossisk for 
Bremen, has put back to Algiers with machinery 
supposed broken down. 

Italia, previously reported ashore on Walling’s 
Island, has been got off by the Merritt Company. 

Kirkless, steamer, aground near Trouville, got off 
without assistance and without damage. 

Livadia, British steame’, Marseilles for Constanti- 
nople, Jaden with a general cargo, has been aban- 
doned on fire near Cape Sicie; crew saved. 

Latona.—While the yawl yacht Zatona was 
towing into Dover Harhour, May 14, the yacht’s 
sail was carried away, and the rope injured two 
men, one of whom had a leg broken. 

Madrid, aground at Cape Kara, Gulf of Salonica, 
expect she will be got off after discharging 200 
tons cargo. 

Marmion, outward bound, put back to Calcutta ; 
cause unknown at present. 

Norse King, British steamer, from London, at 
Quebec with several plates bent or broken and bows 
stove in, damaged by ice; she jettisoned a portion 
of cargo. 

Ogmore, s, of Dundee, was in collision off West 
Bank, Widnes, and had mizenmast carried away, 
and cabin skylight smashed. 

Richard Moxon and Voorwarts, steamers, collided, 
May 15, in Goole River. Former sank. 

Scotia, from Liverpool for Harbor Grace, New- 
foundland, has been lost. 

Sheldon, British steamer, from Wyborg for Dordt, 
laden with wood, is reported from Helvoet to have 
grounded on her way up the river, and remains. 


Sir Colin Campbell, see Tyne Dock. 


Timbo, steamer, from Fleetwood, stranded rear 
Weston Point Docks. Vessel broken amidships, and 
filled with water fore and aft. Cargo gravel. 

Tyne Dock and Sir Colin Campbell, steam tugs 
and the Zsabel, paddle steamer, collided off White- 
hall Point, N. Shields. The Sir Co'in Campbell 
snstained serious damage. The two other vessels 
were apparently undamaged. 

Uvira.—Lloyd’s agent at Yarmouth, I.W., tele- 
graphs, May 1!4, that the new cutter yacht Uvira, 
from Southampton for Halifax, N.S., has put back, 
having carried away some of her head gear, and is 
now repairing in the roads. 

W. S. Caine, steamer, Malin Head to Weston 
Point, on May 7 grounded at Trawlercaca Lough, 
Ireland, on a rocky bottom, and remained, since got 
off and proceeded. 

William Thomson, schooner, from Weston Point 
for Kirkwall (salt), stranded on the 10th inst. on 
the Island of Sanda, afterwards got off, and put 
into Cambeltown leaking badly; part of cargo 
destroyed. 





May 17, 11899; 


SHIPS SPOKEN, 


Antagonist, barquentine, of Swansea. 
London, all well,-Mey 8,42 N40 Ween © 

Annot Lyle, of Liverpool, stezring west, May 7 
N, 13 W. ay 7, 51 

Albion, Cagliari to Nysta/, all well, April 12,36N 
8 W : 


Atalanta, barque, of Farsund, May 9 
miles west of Borkum Lightship. vi ew, 10 
Andaman, for Swansea, April 22, 5 N, 30 w, 
Borderer, s, of Liverpool, bound west, May 9 49 N 
19 W. wena" 
Beacousfield, for Quebec, 48 N, 23 W. 
Bianca, for Rangoon, March 18, 1 S, 22 Ww, 
Barracouta, British barque, Mauritius ‘to - Cork 
April. 17, 19 S, 1 W. . . 
Clyde Bank, batque, of Glasgow, steerj 
April 18, 22 8, 1B. . mai pet, 
Cypromene, for Batavia, March 24, 2 N, 23 w. 
Calabar, s, outward bound, April 20. 
Chiselhurst, English, barque, bound east, all well 
May 7, 50 N, 6 W. : 
Commonwealth, British ship, steering WSW, all 
well, May 6, 49 N, 4 W. . 
Combermere, ship, London to Sydney, all well 
March 27, 248, 30 W. ; 
Camperdown, ship, of Dundee, steering SW, May 
49 N,7W : 
Crown of England, ship, steering eastward, all well, 
May 9, 50 N, 13 W. 
Endymion, of Salcomb2, for Boston (Linc,), May 
12, near Corton Lightvessel. ; 
Erne, English ship, Calcutta to Surinam, April 15, 
3 8, 34 W. 


Fannv, of Liverpool, steering west, May 3, 46 N, 
34 W. 


Foldin, bound east, April 3°, 40 N, 49 W. 

Florida, s, bound east, May 6 (not as before re. 
ported), 

Gallia, s, steering west, May 7, 51 N, 12 W. 

Glengarry, Liverpool to Calcutta, May 7, 10 miles 
NW of South Bishops. ; 

Gl.ucus, four-masted vessel, Navesink to Calcutta 
1x days, April 4, 2 N, 30 W. 

Guy Mannering, barque, Glasgow to Potosi, all 
well, March 27, 24 S, 30 W. 

G. M. Carins, British barque, steering west, May 1, 
48 N, 15 W. 

Hoghton Tower (?), English ship, April 14. 

Hesperus, full-rigged ship, Melbourne to London, 
May 4, 40 N, 35 W. 

Hannibal, British ship, Pensacola to Dordt, April 21, 
40 N, 52 W. 

Julia, schooner, May 6, 47 N, 7 W, by the Ataka, at 
Ymuiden. 

Janson, ship, for San Francisco, May i, 49 N, 6V. 

Loweswater, English barque, from Liverpool, bount 
west, May 6, 80 miles west of Scilly. 

Lancaster Castle, of Liverpool, for Hull, May 12, 
near Corton Lightvessel. 

Lord Lansdowne, steering east, May 9, 49 ¥, 
27 W. 


Lancashire Witch, steam yacht, bound north, May? 
3.N, 12 W. 

Mark Lane, s, of London, steering east, May 6, 
42 N, 49 W, : 

Manx Queen, of Castletown, steering SW, May/, 
50 N,9 W. 

Maulesden, British ship, Calcutta to Dundee, Apt 
10, 31 8, 16 E. 

Munchen, £, bound west, May 11, 50 N, 10 W. 

Marion, s, May 4, 13 N, 18 W. 

Melati, for Samarang, May 3,36N,17W. 

Michael Hutchinson, for Rockhampton, April 10, 
26 N, 23 W. 

Nomad, barque, Rdsario to Boston, March 21, lat 
30, long. 36. 

Olivia, for Melbourne, March 18, 1 8, 22 W. : 

Origin, Jersey to Newfoundland, April 22, 48% 
32 W. 


Pole Star, English barque, steering direot sout), 
April 28, 11 N, 25 W. 

Servia, s, bound west, May 6, 48 N, 26 W. 

Salamis, London to Melbourne, all well, May 10, 
47 N, 9 W. 

Sepia, for London, April 2, 18 N, 43 W. 

Superb, for Callao, May 5, 36 N, 12 W. x 

Thomas Anderson, 8, ‘steering east, May 5, 40; 
61 W. 

Teneriffe, s," outward bound, April 15, off Cape 
Palmas. 

Ventura, bound west, Feb. 24, 55 S, 61 W.. the 

Vanguard, for Buenos Ayres, March 19, 0 
Equator, 22 W. f 

Valparaiso, bound down Channel, April 30, of 
Portland. WW 

West Australian, for London, March 14, 48, 8 x 

Webra, s, Southampton to New York, May 6," 
21 W 


‘ : i} 21, 
Yorktowo, New York to San Francisco, April 2 
35 N., 50 W. . 
Yarkand, ship, of Liverpool, from Liverpool 
Rangoon 88 days, April 17. 
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SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN'’S 
UNION. 





(From our onn Correspondents. ) 





LONDON DISTRICT. 


At the usual week'y meeting of the Green’s Home 
Branch, held at the Wade’s Arms, on May &, Mr. 
Whitehead in the chair it was reported that 46 
members had joined during the week, and the cash 
returns were considered highly satisfactory. ‘Ihe 
minutes of the previous meeting, also the com- 
mittee’s week'y report, were read and adopted. The 
secretary was directed to forward the following 
motion to the Executive Council, through the 
general secretary, “That this Branch has every 
confidence in Mr. Walsh as our district secretary.” 
It was reported that four firemen had lost the 
Hawarden Castle. They were ordered to be sum- 
moned to next meeting to show cause why they 
should not be fined for losing their ship. Several 
eases’ of compensation for loss of work through 
the action that certain members had taken to up- 
hold their wages, were favourably referred to the 
committee to deal with. The Branch being unable 
to attend the demonstration on Saturday, it was 
decided to send a donation to the Convalescent 
Home for Working Men instead. Several members 
of this Branch, at the invitation of their friends at 
Tidal Basin, attended the funeral of the late Bro. 
J. Donovan, a member of thit Branch, on Sunday 
laste: 


At Tidal.Basin Branch meeting, held May 9, Bro. 
Starr, president, in the chair, after the emolling of 
new members, and the adoption of the minutes, 
correspondence was read. Mr. Walsh spoke with 
reference to the telegram received from the Libour 
Federation of Australia, He stated, for what they 
had done for this country during the great dock 
strike, it was our duty as true Unionists to assist 
them all we could in regard to the Jumna’s crew 
at Brisbane. (Applause.) A complaint was made 
by Bro. Thurston concerning the donkeyman of 
the National Line s.s, France engaging in other 
work which he had no business to do. It was re- 
solved to send the delegate down to see into the 
affair. A complaint wis made by Bro. Knowles, 
in reference to the s.s. Buccaneer, where he stated 
blacklegs are working. Complaist was made by 
Bro.. Garvie against several Union men working 
with non-Union men on Lamport & Holt’s ships; re- 
solved that the delezate be sent down to these 
boats, A;complaint was made by Bro. Clark, against 
the shore ‘boatswain of the Shaw, Savill Company. 
It was..proposed by Bro. Clark, and seconded by 
Bro, Allen, that the secretary summon him before 
the committee; carried. The election then took 
place of marshals for the Morley House Convales- 
cent. Home; Demonstration on May 10. Bro. 
McGrath nominated Bro. Fowler; Bro. Thornton 
nominated Bro. Cook; Bro. Kaylor nominated Bro. 
Starbuck. 
seconded by Bro. Bone, that the nomination close; 
carried, The above three were declared duly 
dected, and the meeting then terminated. 


Owing to the.early hour fixed for the starting of 
the procession in connection with the Morley House 
Demonstration, the sailors’and firemen did not turn 
out in'such large numbers on Saturday last as they 
otherw se would, Still, Neptune and his car and 
attendants, andthe banner and band of the Tidal 
Basin Branch, together with several officials 
attracted corisiderable attention in the procession 
as it made its way through the City to Hyde Park, 
Where it filed past the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, 

ny Unions and Societies were well represented, 
and the weather ‘being fine the turn-out was a 
great success. Close to Hyde Park the procession 
was met by the Queen, who was much cheered, and 
Stemed greatly interested. 


The’ benefit’ at the Royal Albert Music Hall 
Victoria Dock-road, in aid of the widow and 
orphanscof ‘the late Mr. Grant, chief officer of the ill- 
fated steamer Hrin, was held on Friday night, May 
9. So grdat*had been the demand for tickets that it 
was found impossible for the hall to hold more than 

alf ofthe eager applicants for places on the Friday 
night. <The benefit had therefore to be repeated on 

onday- night, . when the hall was again 
— ‘im every part. mr. T.Williams,of the Steve- 
— Society, who had been active in getting up 

© benefit, Councillors Vinnicombe and Walsh were 
hen those present; also the general secretary of 

e Seamen’s Union (Mr. J. H. Wilson). The Editor 











It was proposed by Bro. Allen, and | 


of SEAFARING, Mr. Pirrett, Mr. Starr and Mr. Bell 
(Stevedores), were among the audience on the 
Monday night, and all expressed themselves highly 
n'eazsed with the excellent entertainment provided 
by Mr. Relf, the spirited and generous proprietor of 
tie hal, who has so often lent it for charitable pur- 
poses. Mr. Grant’s orphaned children were on the 
stage, and their uncle expressed their thanks for the 
kindness shown them. 


As will be seen from our advertisement columns» 
a benefit is tobe held at Queen’s Music Hall, Poplar 
(see page 9), for Mr. Fysh, who has lately suffered so 
much loss and annoyance, and for whom much 
sympathy is felt. This can be shownin a useful 
form by taking as many tickets as possible for the 
benefit, which we trust will be a great success, 


Mr. Clark, la’e secretary to the Green’s Home 
Branch, has, we are informed, been appointed 
secretary to the Bristol Branch, in the room of 
Mr. Fitzpatrick, who has been appointed to a new 
Branch ino Ireland. 


GRAYS BRANCH. 


There was a crowded meeting of the members of 
this Branch on Weduesday, Mav 7, the president in 
the chair, Six new members were elected. The 
resolutions passed at last Executive meeting were 
then read and approved of, avd the minutes were 
confirmed. The one o'clock movement was then 
discussed, and the resolution pissed at the special 
meeting of sailors confirmed. ‘The sec etary was 
then instructed to send resolution to Orient 
Company and see if the firm would grant the one 
o'clock Saturdays, without any reduction of wages 
or increase of working hours on any other day. It 
was suggested that a deputation of sailors should 
wait on Orient ( ompany’s managers, but this w-s 
thought unnecessary, as the Company have always 
borne a good name for wages, and as the concession 
of the two hours on Saturdays only affected about 
20 men on an average all the year round, con- 
sequently not more than 25s. per week was the 
total amount of money that was jnvolved in the 
dispute. It was felt that as other firms had already 
granted the two hours, no doubt the Orient 
Company would maintain their reputation and do 
likewise. Bro. Cumming was then elected delegate 
in RM.S. Liguria on the tiremen’s side, and lro. 
Maoning on the sailors’. 


LIVERPOOL DISTRICT. 


At the weekly meeting of the Bootle Branch, Mr. 
E. Edwards in the chair, Mr. Murphy in the vice- 
chair, the minutes, correspondence, and financial 
statement were passed. Mr. McGovern moved that 
the secretary be empowered to get a box to hang in 
the room for the purpose of allowing the members 
to contribute to the hospital fund instead of con- 
tributing on board ship. This was seconded by 
Mr. Williams, supported by Mr. Bleythyn, and 
carried unanimously. Short addresses were then 
given on the federation of labour scheme by Mr. 
Nicholson, Mr. Connorty, and Mr. McGovern. Mr. 
McKevitt moved that Mr. Larey and Mr. Joe 
Armstrong be appointed ship’s delegates on the s.s. 
Teutonic ; and be provided with books for that pur- 
pose ; this was seconded by Mr. Sinnott, and carried. 
Mr. McGovern moved that Mr. Williams be ap- 
pointed ship's delegate for the s.s. British Prince, 
and Mr. Blythyn be appointed ship’s delegate for 
the s.s. Awrania. This was seconded by Mr, 
McKevitt, and carried. Mr. McGovern moved the 


| adjournment of the meeting ; this was seconded by 





Mr. Williams, and carried, after a hearty vote of 
thanks to the chairman. 


At the general meeting of the South End Branch’ 
Mr. Isaac Hall in the chair, Mr. C. Lind in the vice- 
chair, the minutes having been read, a letter was 
read from Barbadoes from a member who was out 
there, and who before going had been in 
straitened circumstances, causing him to have to 
pledge most of his effects. He wished to have the 
pledges renewed by the Union, as they were about 
run out, and he would pay all experses when he 
arrived home. It was moved by Mr. Meach that we 
renew the said tickets; seconded by Mr. E. Jones, 
and carried. The financial statement for the week 
was next read, and, on the motion of Mr. Meach, 
seconded by Mr. C. Johnson, accepted. The 
question of the hospital collections was next con- 
sidered. Several members suggested that we 
ought to raise a fund of our own. Under existing 
circumstances large amounts were subscribed by 
sailors and firemen on board all ships, and other 
people got the credit. It was then moved by Mr. S.G, 
Brown, that a box be gut for the purpose of members 
putting in what they fee] disposed, instead of giving 
it on board ships; seconded by Mr, J. Rogers, and 





carried. Next, the case of a member named L. 
Roach, who was wrecked in the ss. Cotopawi last 
year, came up forconsideration. He lost all hiseffects, 
and all the rest-of\the crew got their shipwreck 
claims in full, hé alone not having putin for his, 
but wert out to China in a ship, and having just 
arrived back made his appeal. lt was moved by 
Mr. Fley that he receive the 30s. the same aS the 
rest ; secoude! by Mr. Brown, and carried. The 
money was handed over forthwith. Mr, J. Regers 
then stated that himself and several of his 
shipmates from the s.s. Stentor visited the Dublin 
Branch while lying in that port, and he stated 
that the secretary and the members gave them a 
most cordial reseption, and he felt a- though he 
could not fina words to express his feelings towards 
them, but their action was thoroughly characteristic 
ot what Irishmen really are, ana he moved that the 
Liverpool! Branch pass a hearty vote of thanks to 
Mr. Dench and the memoers of the Dublin Branch 
for their kindness; seconded by Mr. 8. G Brown, 
and carried with acclamation, Several complaints 
were then broaght before the meeting by various 
members; one by Mr. Flanigan, who had been a 
member of the crew of the s.s. Cyclops, one of a 
Holt’s Line out to China. He stated the boatswain 
named Herd claimed to be a member of this Branch, 
but instead of acting in any spirit of unionism 
his conduct was the reverse, and he con- 
sidered he was not a fit man to belong to the 
Union. The books were then searched for Herd’s 
name but it could not be found, so the secretary 
was instructed to write to the secretary of the 
Tidal Basin Branch asking him to deal with Herd 
as he deserved. 

The following letter appears in the Liverpool 
Mercury, May 13:—It is only a short time since a 
scheme of federation appeared for the consideration 
of all classes of labour connected with the shipping 
industry—a scheme which was calculated to 
benefit each and every class. Strange to state, 
however, very few have taken the trouble to con- 
sider the question as yet, although the general 
feeling of the masses is unanimously in favour of 
the scheme, which I know to be a fact from per- 
sonal conversations I have had with a good many 
men belonging to the various Jabour organisations. 
But it may be that thequestion would have received 
more support if it had emanated from some other 
source, and I may here state that we are quite 
willing to allow any other organisation to take the 
lead in the matter if they are prepared to do so, 
and we shall be quite agreeable to follow their lead 
and support them all we can, as we are not seeking 
any notoriety for ourselves. Our ambition is to see 
all classes benefited by their own united efforts, 
and we sincerely trust that no petty jealousies will 
be the cause of hiodering such an accomplishment. 
It is no new-fangied idea, for as far back as last 
November the scheme was discussed in all our 
meetings of the Mersey district, and approved: of 
by all the members, and myself and one of my 
comrades attended a committee meeting of the 
dock labourers at their central Branch in Liverpool 
for the purpose of Jaying our ideas before them 
regarding co-operation, and-I may state that the 
scheme met with their unanimous approval. See- 
ing, however, they had not the authority to give us 
any decision as to their actiun without consulting 
their Executive Committee they asked me to com- 
mit my views to writing, and send them in officially, 
which I did under the promise that the letter would 
be read before their first annual conference, which 
was then about to be held in Glasgow. They were 
never courteous enough to acknowledge the receipt 
of the letter, or to let me know whether it was ever 
read or not before that conference. 


But, however, we did not give up the idea in 
despair. Knowing it was the only means which 
could be adopted to meet the exigencies of the 
labouring classes, we approached them again in 
February of this year,and they agreed in concert 
with us to call a public meeting inviting all 
classes of labour to attend, and they would pay 
half the costs incurred, and I was instructed to 
secure a hall for the purpose, and also get the 
necessary printing and posting done to announce such 
meeting, which I did. I secured the Concert Hall, 
Lord Nelson-street. I also got the bills out, which 
altogether cost us £10 7s. 9d. The meeting took 
place at the appointed time, and was crowded by 
all classes of labour in Liverpool. A resolution 
was submitted, and carried without a dissentient 
vote, to further the movement. The bill of costs 
was also forwarded to the d.ck labourers, but was 
returned without either their proportionate share 
of the expense or even the scratch of a pen to state 
why they objected to pay what they promised to 
pay. But, strangest of ail, the dockers composed 
that meeting to the extent of two-thirds. Their 
leaders were there, and spoke in favour of the 
scheme, and assisted in carrying the resolution, 


For continuation of Branches see page 10. 
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‘TO CORRESPONDENTS. 

/Correspondents must write on one side 
of the paper only anything meant for publi- 
cation, and address, not to 36-40, White 
friars-street, but to 150, Minories, London, E. 

»Allcommunications should be addressed 
te AnonIBALD Cowie, Szararing Office, 150, 
Minories, London, E., to whom remittances 
must be made payable. (Post Office Orders 
at Minories, London, E.) The Editor declines 
all responsibility for rejected manusorip 
although when stamps are enclosed he vin 
endeavour to return such matter as he may 
be unable to use. 


SEAFARING MEN 
Should Join without Delay, 


AS THE 


ENTRANCE FEE IS BEING RAISED, 


MATIONAL AMALCAMATED SAILORS’ AND 
FIREMENS’ UNION 
Of Great Britain and Ireland: 


Among the chief objects of this powerful 
Union are :— 

To obtai’: reasonable Hours of Duty, and 
maintain a fair rate of wages ; 

To provile for the Safety of Ship’s Work ; 

To provide a good Class of Men, who shall 
be on board at the appointed time, and in a 
sober condition, ready for work ; 

To provide assistance in case of Illness, 
Accident, and Shipwrzck ; and 

To provide Legal Assistance for all Claims 
and defences. 
Full particulars may be had of any of th 

Secretaries, whose names and addresses 


ve + 

ABERDEEN.—Jas. C. Thompson, 49, Marischal-street, 
secretary ; J. 8. Watt, Esq., advocate, 7, King 
street, law agent. Meeting, in the Offices, 
49, Marischal-street—contributions, 7 p.m.; 
business, 8 p.m., every Monday evening. 

AMBLE.—G. H. Guthrie. 

AKBROATH.—J. Wood, 17, Ferry-street, Montrose. 

ARDROSSAN.—W. Galbraith, 50, Princes-street. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS.—E. Clayton, 21, Hindpool- 
road. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 p.m., at office. 

BarRry Docx.—J. Harrison, 4, Station-ter., Cogan, 
secretary ; J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
Cardiff, solicito:; Dr. Gore, medical officer, High- 
street, Barry. Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30, 
at the Barry Hotel, near Barry Railway Station. 

Bevrast.—R. Price, 41, Queen-sqnare. 

BIRKENHEAD.—Alexander Shepherd, 12, Taylor-st. 
Meeting, every Wednesday evening at 7.30. p.m. 

BLytTH.—James Heatley, 9, Market-street. Meet- 
ing, Wednesday evening, 7 o’clock, at Mr. 
Thompson's Cocoa Rooms, Waterloo, Blyth. 

Bo’Ngess.—William Adamson, Pierhead. Office 
hours, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Boston.— 

BrisTou.—J. Fitzpatrick, 45, Prince-street, Queen’s- 
square, secretary; Captain C T. Taylor-Rae, 
president; Dr. Triston, 115, New Cut, medical 
officer ; Mr. Cross, May-chambers, Clare-street, 
solicitor ; Captain Langdon, 69, Queen-square, 
treasurer. Meetings, every Monday evening, 
7.30 at The Ship, Redcliff Hill; every alternate 
Saturday, 7.30 p.m., at Steam Packet Hotel, 
Horwell-road. 

BUENTISLAND.—Jas. Moody, 12, Somerville-street, 
secretary, who is to be found at the office till 
9.30 p.m. any night; Alexander Mackintosh, 
Esq., 41, High-street, law agent. Meeting, 
every Monday evening at 7 p.m. 

CaLcuTtTa.—70, Bentinck-street. 

Carpir¥F.—John Gardner, Sailors’ Union Institute, 
West Bute-street, secretary; Dr. De Vere 
Hunt, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
near Bute Castle, medical officer; Joseph 
Henry Jones, Esq., St. Mary-st., solicitor. Dr. 
De Vere Hunt attends at above Institute daily 
at noon, 

OorK«.—Michael Austin, 6. Patrick-street. 

DvuBLIN.—John Dench, 87, Marlboro’-street, Meet- 
ing, Friday evening, 7.30 p.m., at 87, Marlboro’- 
street. 

DunpEE.—C. W. Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
lane, secretary; Messrs, Cowan & Dunbar, 3, 
Reform-street, Dundee, solicitors, jt; Meeting, 
Monday, 7 p.m J 











Dover.— Albert Martin, 33, Bartholomew-street’ 
Charlton, secretary. 

FLEETWOOD.—J. Davidson, Sailors’ and Firemen’s 
Union, corner of Dock and Albert-streets, 
secretary ; I’. Addie, Esq., solicitor. Meeting, 
Monday evening, 7 p.m. 

GuLascow.—J. D. Boyd, 13, James Watt-street, 
secretary ; Mr. J. McQuillan, president; R. A. 
Rennie, Esq., 146, West Regent-street, law 
agent. Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30 p.m., 
at 102, Maxwell-street. 

GooLe.—W R. Chappell, Bank-buildings, sec. 
R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, Hull 
solicitor. Meetings, Tuesday and Friday 
evenings, 7.30 p.m., at Bank-buildings. 

GRays.—Wm. Wall, 18, Charles-street. Meeting 
every Wednesday, 7 p.m., at the Queen’s Hotel, 
High-street. Mr. Henry Mills, president. 

GRAVESEND.—John Degnin, secretary, Plimsoll 
House, The Terrace, Gravesend. Meetings, 
Monday, 7°30 p.m., at same address, 

GREAT GRIMSBY.—Wm. Young, Unity House, 1, 
Kent-st., secretary ; R. W. E. Whitehead, Esq., 
Bowlalley-lane, Hull, solicitor. Meetings, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. 

GREAT YARMOUTH.—Charles Albrough, 121, High- 
street, Gorleston. Meetings at 7, Friars-lane, 
every alternate Monday evening, and at 121, 
High-street, Gorleston, every alternate Monday. 

GREENOCK.—E. Donnelly, 16, East India Breast. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Chas. C. Byrne, Masonic Hall, 
Grange-street, secretary. Office hours, 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. (Saturdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.) Wm. M. 
Anderson, Esq., Grange-street, solicitor. Meet- 
ing, Monday evening, at 7*p.m., in Public 
Institute. 

Hvuu..—J. Hill, Unity Hall, Prince-st., Dagger-lane, 
secretary ; Mr. John Hussey, outside delegate ; 
R.W. E. Whitehead, Esq., Bowlalley-lane, solici- 
tor. Meeting, Tuesday and Friday evenings, 
at 7.30. 

Krne’s Lynn. — Wm. Bennett, 14, South-street. 
Meeting, Friday evening, 8 p.m. 

LeItH.—R. Smith, Trafalgar Hall, 54, Bernard- 
street. Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30. 
LIVERPOOL (South End).—Wm. Nicholson, Malakoff 

Hall, Cleveland-square, secretary ; W. Atcherley 
Tetlow, Esq , 8, Westminster-chambers, Liver- 
pool, solicitor. Meeting, Monday evening, 

7.30, in Malakoff Hall. 

LIVERPOOL, — (North End).—T. Connorty, 116, 
Derby-road, secretary; Dr. Leet, Derby-road, 
Bootle, medical officer; W. A. Tetlow, Esq, 
8, Westminster-chambers, Liverpool, solicitor. 

L»NDON (Tidal Basin).—G. Pirrett, opposite Ship- 
ping Office, Tidal Basin, E. Meeting, Friday 
evening, 8 o’clock. ‘Telephone No. 5214. 

Lonpon (Tower Hill).—J. Wildgoose, secretary, 3, 
Mint-pavement. 

Lonpon (Green’s Home Branch).—A. Mercer, 5, 
Jeremiah-street, East India-road, E. Meeting, 
Thursday evening. Telephone No. 5213. 

Lonpon (Rotherhithe and Deptford Branch).— 
C. Wykes, 20, Forsyth-street. 

LONDONDERRY.—A. O’Hea, 27, William-street. 

LOWESTOFT.— 

Maryport.—J. Smith, Elliott-yard, Senhouse 
street, secretary, resides on the premises, 


where he can be seen at any time. Meeting, 
Monday evening 7 p.m. 

METHIL.—Wm. Walker, High-street. 

Montrose. — John Wood, 17, Ferry-street. 


Meeting, Monday evening, 7.30, at office. 

MIDDLESBRO’.—George Cathey, Robinson’s Market 
Hotel, Market-place, secretary; Dr. Ellerton, 
88, Gosford-street, medical officer; T. Watson 
Brown, Esq., B.A., LL.D., 57, Villiers-street, 
Sunderland, solicitor ; William Jackson, outside 
delegate. General meeting, Monday, 7 p.m., at 
Robinson’s Market Hotel; committee meeting, 
Thursday evening, at 7 p.m. Telephone No, 
5127. 

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.—John Mansell, 5, Broad 
Chare, Quay-side; H. W. Newton, Esq., 2, 
Elliason-place, medical officer ; R. Jacks, Esq., 
King-street, South Shields, solicitor ; Meetings, 
Mondays and Fridays, at Lockhart’s Cocoa 
Rooms, Side, 7 p.m. 

NEwpPorT (Mon.).—F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-street, 
secretary ; Dr. Pratt, Ruperra-street, medical 
officer; Digby Powell, Esq., Dock-street, 
soliciter; Mr. G. Campbell, outside delegate. 
Meeting, Thursday evening, 7.30, at Trades- 
men’s Hall, Hill-street. 

Port GLascow.—E. Donnelly, 16, East India 
Breast, Greenock. 

PENARTH.—J. Harrison, 4, Station-terrace, Cogan, 
secretary J. H. Jones, Esq., St. Mary-street, 
Cardiff, solicitor; Dr. De Vere Hunt, medical 
officer, Westbourne-crescent, Canton Bridge, 
Cardiff, attends daily at the Union Offices, 
Cardiff, at noon, for Penarth members. Meet- 
ing, Thursday evening, 7.30 p.m., at Barry 

## Hotel, Barry, opposite Barry Railway Station. 





—__—_—: 

PETERHEAD.—T. D. Rennie, 66, Queen- 

PLyMoUTH.—E. R. Thackwell, Newey Ballon, 
a — _nee Woolster-street, near 

ippin ice. Meetings, Frid: ani 
7 ot at the office. 15 —— 

S#aAHAM Harpour.—Richard Raine. Duke of Wel 
lington Hotel, Railway-street, South. ; 

SHIELDS (South).—D. Clement, Seamen’s National 
Union Hall, Coronation-street, secretary; G 
Cowie, assistant secretary; Dr. Robson, 
medical officer, 1, Regent-street; solicitor R 
Jacks, Esq., King-street. Meeting nights, 
Monday and Friday, at 7 p.m. , 

SHIELDS (North).—George Stewart, 8, New Qua 
secretary ; Dr. Robson, medical officer; R. Jacks. 
Esq., solicitor. Meeting, Monday, 6.30 pm, ' 

SouTHAMPTON.— .Chivers, High-street Chambers 
80, High-street, secretary; Lieut. Tankerville 
Chamberlayne, R.N.R., Weston-grove, presi. 
dent. Meeting, Tuesday evening, 7 p.m, 

STOCKTON-ON-TEES — 

SUNDERLAND.—W. Lonsdale, Prospect-row, near 
Shipping Office. Meeting, Monday evening, 7 
o’clock, at 174, High-street East. Solicitor 
T. Watson Brown, Esq, B.A., LL.D., 87, 
Villiers-street. , 

SwanseEa.—R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel, Wind-st, 

West HARTLEPOOL.—J. Leahy, Russell’s Buildi 
Meeting, Friday evening, at 7 p.m., at office, 

hel rami vam nti - Donovan, Ludgate Hill 

HITEHAVEN. . 

Saeco } John Smith, Maryport, 

WALLSEND.—Septimus Johnson, 17, Third-street, 
Palmer’s Buildings. 


SHIPMASTERS AND OFFICERS 


WHO WISH TO 


PROTECT THEIR INTERESTS, 


OBTAIN FAIR WAGES, 


SHOULD AT ONCE JOIN THE 


UNION OF SHIPMASTERS 
AND OFFICERS 


OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND, 
Registered No. 552, 
Head Office: 833, MARKET PLACE, SOUTH SHIELDS. 
Members can be enrolled and Cards and 
Rules Returned 
By forwarding entrance fee, 5s., and 4d, for card 
and rules of membership, by postal order to 
GEORGE T. LUCCOCK, Assistant Secretary, 
Pro J, H. WILSON. 
Offices of this Union have been opened at the 

following ports, where ell information may be 

obtained of the representatives named below :— 

BLYTH—Mr. Heatley, 9, Market-street. 

BRISTOL DISTRICT AND BRISTOL CHANNEL Pots 
—Capt. Langdon, Pilots’Association, 69, Queen- 
square, 

BURNTISLAND—Mr. Moody, 12, Somerville-street, 

CarpirF—Mr. Gardiner, Seamen’s Institute, West 
Bute-street. 

DuUNvEE—Mr. ©, Millar, Mariners’ Hall, 48, Candle- 
] 





ane. 

GLasGcow—Mr. Shanley, 232, Broomielaw. 

GooLE—Mr. Chappell, 28, Boothferry-road. 

GRANGEMOUTH.—Mr. C, Byrne, Masonic Hall, 
Grange-street. 

GREAT GRIMSBY—Mr. Young, Unity House, 1, Kent- 
street. 

Huti—Mr. James Hill, Unity Hall, Prinoe-street, 
Dagger-lane. 

Lre1tH—Capt. Tosh, 34, Barnard-street. 

Lonpon—Mr. Clarke, 9, Jeremiah-street, Bast 
India-road; or, Mr. Piers, Besneg Union, 
opposite Shipping Office, Tidal Basin. ; 

‘ippeeamnodos <r. J. J. Robinson, Robinsons 
Market Hotel. 

NEWCASTLE—Mr. Mansell, 5, Broad Chare, Quay 
Side. 

Newport (Mon.)—Mr. F. Gilman, 31, Ruperra-st. 

SUNDERLAND—Capt. George ‘Lee, Albion Hotel, 


Woodbine-street. ; 
West HARTLEPOOL -——- Mr. Leahy, Seamens 
Union, Russell’s Buildings. cad 
SourH SHIELDs—Capt. Geo, T. Luocock (H 
Office) 33, Market-place. 
SWANSEA — Mr. R. Thomas, Colosseum Hotel. __ 
ROBERT FINDLAY: 
UNION SUPPLY STORES. 


60, GRANGE ST., GRANGEMOUTE, 
Wholesale and Retail 
GROCER AND PROVISION MERCHANT. | 
Members of the Sailors’ and Firemen ® 
supplied at lowest cash prices 
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SAFE ANCHORAGE, 
WHERE TO BOARD. 


UNION BOARDING-HOUSES. 


Barzy.—Mrs. G. Gawler, 100, Queen-street. 
CanpiFrF.—Seamen’s Institute, West Bute-street. 
Dustin.— Union House, 42, City Quay. 
Huty.—Mr. J. Ward, 17, Osborne-street. 
laverrooL.— Union Home, 26, Union-street. 
Loxpon.—Mrs. C. Marrington, 76a, Minories 
(for officers), 
Sourn SHIELDS.—Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union 
Boarding-house, 81, East Holborn, 


SuNDERLAND.—Wi:son’s Temperance Hotel, 
174, High-street East. 


MASTERS & CO,, 


B= i =) 
CARDIFF, SWANSEA, AND 
@ NEWPORT CLOTHIERS. 


men will do well to buy their clothing av 
Oo., who believein fair dealing, one fixed 
priceand no abatement ; also, being the largest buyers 
w Clothing in the Principality, can sell cheaper than 


er buyers. 
MASTERS AND CO,, 


29 & 30, ST. MARY STREET, 
9 292, BUTE STREET, CARDIFF, 


MASTERS AND CO, 


18 & 19, CASTLE STREET, SWANSEA. 


MASTERS “AND GO,, 


89 & 40. HIGH STKEET, NEWPORT. 


Captains, Officers & Seamen Visiting Newport 


Will find all their requirements at :— 
“LIVERPOOL HOUSE,” 
06 & 97, COMMERCIAL ROAD. 


This is one of the Largest, Ohea and most 
Complete Outfitting Establishments inthe United 
om, 
Brerzu OF Bosmess.— Ail goods marked plainly at 
the lowest cash price. One price, no abatement. 
Goods not approved of exchanged or money returned. 
Weallow no commission to runners, and are 
therefore able to sell at 30 to 40 per cent. 
lowerthan other shops who employ these men, 
NOTE ADDRESS 
THH LIVERPOOL HOUSB, 


96 & 97, COMMERCIAL ROAD, NEWPOR T. 
0.B.—Wholesale Department for Slop Chests. Prio, 
Tdst oa poe heron ° 














THE BEST HOUSE FOR 


SAILORS’ & FIREMEN’S BOOTS & SHOES 


S. VINICOMBE'’S, 


11&28, VICTORIA DOCK RD., E. 
ESTABLISHED 1867. 





NATIONAL AMALGAMATED 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION 


OF GREAT BRITAIN AND IRELAND. 





IMPORTANT NOTICE TO MEMBERS. 


Contributions will in future be received from 
Members of the above Union, at 
8, MINT PAVEMENT, TOWER HILL. 
Any Contributions paid at 23, KING STREET, 
on and after January 3lst, WILL NOT BE 
THVOGNISED AS A PAYMENT TO THIS 


( All Members of the Tower Hill Branch are 
— to attend the Meetings of the Green’s 
ome Branch, until further notice. 


Signed on behalf of the Haeoutive Committee, 


Tt. H. WILSON, 
General Secretary, 





CG. CEMMELL, 


119, HIGH ST., KING’S LYNN, 
UNION CLOTHING SHOP, 


ls the BEST HOUSE in the EASTERN COUNT/E8 
, FOR - 


EVERY DESCRIPTIO 


OF 


SEAMEN’S CLOTHING, 
AT PRICES THAT CANNOT BE BEATEN. 


GRANGEMOUTH AND BO'NESS BRANCH. 
NOTICE. 


Members coming to these ports with- 
out their Union Cards will be con- 
sidered non-Unionists and will be 
dealt with accordingly. No excuse 
will be taken. 


CHAS. C. BYRNE, 
Grangemouth, May 5, 1890. Secretary. 





“SEAFARING” ADVERTISEMENT SCALE. 


ORDINARY POSITION3. 





NUMBER OF INSERTIONS. 
26 


1 13 52 
s. d. 2 8. 4, 2s. d. 2s. d. 
Column.......... 1460.9 23 0 ..1512 0 2% 0 © 
Half Column.. 9 6 .. 519 6... 915 0 1.16 8 O 
ThreeInckes.. 6 0..3 8 3... 63 6.4.10 8 O 
Two Inches..... 66.4366 2 68 0 ut TMC 
GU 26 ww 1 F-8 uw 3 86.6 wo BER S 





FACING EDITORIAL MATTER. 


Column.........19 0 ..1014 6 ..19 3 6 ...31 4 0 
Half Column.. 10 6 ... 6 3 6.11 10 2.1910 0 
Three Inches... 6 6 ... 318 0... 730..1M6 0 
Two Inches..... . O24 Fes 2a 04 Qua Oo Sé 
OneleGRnw. 8SOuwiNMNS «w3B 6 64H © 


Quotations given for special advertisements. Five per 
cent. discount off above prices allowed when accounts are 
paid monthly ; liberal discouut for cash with order. 





PREPAID ADVERTISEMENTS. 


Prepaid Advertisements, not exceeding 35 
words in length, and set in same type as news 
(not displayed), are charged at thera'e of 1s. for 
one insertion, or 2s. for three insertions. 


Special terms for recommended Boarding 
Houses (see page 15), 





NOTICE, 
GRANGEMOUTH BRANCH. 


All Secretaries are warned not to permit 
members to come to Grangemouth on 
telegrams purporting to come from me, 
unless same are verified. Union Men are 
out here for 32s. 8d. in the Baltic Trade. 
Forged telegrams in my name have been 
sent to Branch Secretaries, ordering 
crews to come kere. 


May 14. CHAS. C. BYRNE, Sec. 


QUEEN’S 
PALACE OF VARIETIES, 
HIGH STREET, POPLAR. 


THURSDAY, MAY 22, 
GRAND SPECIAL NIGHT, 


for the 


BENEFIT 
GEORGE FYSH, 


Who has had severe losses both Domestically and 
Commercially for some time past. 








Under the Distinguished Patronage of 
Sydney Buxton, Esq , M.P.,&d. H. Wilson, Esq. 


When a 
SPECIAL COMPANY OF WELL-KNOWN ARTI8TES 
will appear. 
PRICES AS USUAL. 


NATIONAL AMALGAMATED 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION. 
GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


Steam Fishing Vessel and Tug-Boat Engineer 
Branch. 


UNITY HOUSE. 1, KENT ST. 
OPEN DAILY FROM 9AM, TO 5P.M. 
N.B.—Entrance Fee will be raised on ani 
after June 9. 


UNION HOUSES. 
PATRICK MULLIGAN, 
42, CITY QUAY, DUBLIN. 


PRIVATE BOARD AND LODGING 
Byjthe Day or a Damme to 
their wishes. , 











Srataring. 


SATURDAY, MAY 17, 1890. 








“ Sailors, as a rule, are fed on worse than 
workhouse or prison fare. . . . Salt meat, if 
good, and recently cured, is not more pro- 
ductive of scurvy than fresh meat; but we 
all know that salt may conceal a multitude 
of sins, and that very often an inferior kind 
of meat is supplied to some sailing ships, 
the bad quality of which the salt may render 
it difficult to detect,” said Dr. W. Spooner, 
reporting to the Board of Trade; and this 
view is more than borne out by the ex- 
perience of most seafaring men, and the 
evidence adduced in the fourth chapter of 
Mr. Plimsoll’s forthcoming work on “Our 
Seamen,” of which a proof has been rent 
us. This grievance of bad food is 
such an old and famiiiar one to seamen 
that they require no reminding of it. 
Day after day, on voyage after voyage, 
seamen have to put up with food utterly 
unfit for human consumption. That scurvy 
is as common as bad provisions we do not 
assert, and Mr. Plimsoll’s attack has been 
met by the shipowners’ organs with the 
statement that scurvy is, thanks to lime- 
juice, tinned meats, and preserved vege- 
tables, comparatively rare. Granting that 
—and in doing so we must attribute the 
result partly to the fact that the duration 
of voyages has been greatly curtailed—it 
still remains a fact, that as a rule the 
provisions served out to seamen while at sea 
are very far indeed from being what they 
should be. No seaman needs to be told 
that. But there are other men who do 
require to be told it—the men who live 
ashore and, exercising the rights of free 
citizens, have an amount cof influence 
which the seaman, while he is with- 
out Parliamentary vote or representation, 
can never hope to wield. It is well, there- 
fore, that Mr. Plimsoll should have devoted 
a section of his valuable work to this most 
momentous subject. By so doing he will 
call public attention to this most crying 
scandal, and bring redress within the region 
of practical possibilities. After showing that 
the general public, the army, the navy, the 
inmates of lunatic asylums, workhouses, and 
even prisons are all protected by a system 
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cf inspection against food unfit for human 
consumption, he says :— 


Well, what regulations are in operation to exclude 
meat unfit for human food frem our merchant 
ships? There are none whatever! 

Let us consider this position carefully. 

Ve will assume that these seven markets alike 
needed protection and were alike unguarded, 

To give the needed protection to any six of them 
and to withhold it from the remaining seventh 
would be very unfair; even if the position of the 
seventh remained as before, neither better nor 
worse. 

This is not all; it would be wholly unfair to 
leave one market unguarded if the need of protec- 
tion were alike in all. But this is not the case. If 
the wife of a workman (or any other person) ashore 
had the mi-fortune to have bad meatsold to her on 
one Saturday, the could, on the neat, go to another 
butcher or another shop; she would scarcely be im- 
posed upon a second time. But, how about the 
sailor; he is wholly inthe hands of the owner of 
the ship, who may be, and often is, impecunious, 
unprincipled, and reckless, and nd matter how baa 
the provisions are which are shipped, when once 
the ship has commenced her voyage, say to 
Callao,. the only alternative he has is to 
eat the meat which is on board or literally to 
starve to death. 

Further, in the case of the workman’s wife ; if 
themeat-is-bad. her resources are not exhausted, 
there are vegetables, bakers’ bread, milk, butter, 
or cheese it may be, and in short many other kinds 
of food, and at the w rst she may reasonably hope 
next Saturday not to repeat the error of the last as 
to meat. But with regard to the sailor his dietary 
is much more limited, and consists almost alto- 
gether of beef, pork; and bistuits; and if the beet 
and pork are bad he is in evil case indeed. He has 
none of the ametiorations or atternatives enjoyed 
by tha workman ashore. 


All this seanien know to be only too true, 
Turning toa Government Blue Book Mr. 
Plimsoll quotes the following :— 

L——C——, a seaman, stated: —“The crew 
went aft to complain to the captain of.-the 
provisions,and were ordered off the quarter-deck. 
They complained of the beef. he beef! com- 
plained of was eaten by the crew! we had nothing 
else to eat, I should say we had stinking meat 
for six weeks, but Iam not sure. The whole of.the 
meat st«nk more cr less.” R——{'——,° chief 
olficer, said: -“ Complaint’ was ‘made of.’ the 
quality of the beef I considered it was un- 
fit for human food, and it was thrown’ over- 
board, The crew partook of meat which 
I considered unfit for human food for af least 
four Gays before they made complaint. Te 
W—— T——, an apprentice, stated:—“The beef 
was complained 6f on the way.out, . They (the 
men) went aft, but the captain toid them he had 
no better to give them, and ordered them forward.” 
T—— V——, an apprentice, stated:—“The beef 
was bad; it smelt bad; some so bad ‘that‘ you 
coule not stand near the cask. It was putrid and 
untit for human food. The men had to eat it, as 
no alteration was made. We were vbliged to throw 
our allowance overboard; we could not stand it in 
the place. . . .” 


But it is needless to multiply instances, 
or adduce more evidence. Mr. Plimsoll 
concludes :— 

We want briefly that our fellow subjects at sea 
shali have good and wholesome food, aud although 
ship wners may snort with indignation, we want 
even that it shali come within measurable distance 
in these particulars to the food supplied to the 
inmates of gaols, work houses, and lunatic asylums. 
That it does not nowdo so, I think I have proved, 
but if other evidence is wanted 1] call as. first 
witness, our Consui at New Orleans, who states that 
nearly all the disturbances that, he is. called upon 
to settle between English captains and crews relate 
to food. And, secondly, a medical officer of health, 
who has the contidence of, and is employed wy, the 
Board of Trade itself, viz, W. Spooner, Esq., M.D,, 
who, reporting to the Board of Trade, says, in 
quite a mat er-of-fact way, that‘ Sailors as a rule 
are fed on worse than workhouse or prison fare,” 





IN the House of Commons, Lord George Hamil- 
ton has informed Mr. tradiaugh that, in view of 
the serious ailegatives which had been made in 
respect t) disciplme on board Her Majesty’s ship 
Icarus, r-centiy ieturned from the Pacific station, 
he had given instiuctions to the commander-in- 
chief at Plymouth to conduct an inquiry. Mr. 
Bradlaugh assured the Hirst Lord that it was ao 
urgent case, 





THE White Star line steamer Majestic made the 
last outward passage to New Yorkin 6 days 4 hours 
20 minutes. 


On Saturday, upwards of forty works in the 
South Wales tinplate trade employing several 
thousand men suspended operations. 


THK riveters employed by the Grangemouth 
Dockyard Company came out on strike on Saturday 
owing to a dispute as tothe amount to be paid for 
work on the inside of a vessel now under con- 
struction. : 


NeEws comes from the Philippine Islands that the 
captains and officers of the mail steamers at 
Manilla have been on strike against an attempt on 
the part of the Companies to make them board 
themselves at their own expense. The Companies 
had eventually to give way. 

A New TorPepo Boat.—The New American 
naval torpedo boat Cushing has made a remarkable 
trial of speed. On the.Potomac recently she 
attained a speed of nearly 27 knots an hour. 
While steaming at the rate of 25 knots an hour her 
engines were suddenly reversed, and she backed at 
the rate of 18 knots an Hour. She also turned 
within her own length. 

Last Wednesday the Departmental, Committee 
of the Board of Trade, presided over by Professor 
Stokes, pursued in private its investigations into 
colour-blindness, and the precautions taken against 
it in the mercantile, marine and railway services, 
A representative of the board of Trade explained 
to the Committee the system of examination now 
in vogue. The Committée Rave! already secured 
some valuable. evidence.tending. to .establish the 
necessity for increased precautions.” * 

AFTER a trial lusting'10 days judgment was de- 
livered in't¥@ case of the: persons charged owith 
plundering ‘stranded vessels at: Hela: Of the 121 
accused 50 wereacqnitted. ‘Ofthe remainder, some 
were sentenced to terms Of) iniptisonment, varying 
from one to five’days, for minor thefts and for 
carrying off pa:t of the wheat cargo from the 
Britisn steamer Glencoe, which stranded off Hela 
in November, i883. Others were mulcted in fines 
not exceeding 2% marks for defrauding the Customs. 

STRIKE AT TILBURY.—About 40 men belonging 
to the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union, employed ia 
Tilbury Docks by shipowners as dock hands are 
now out on strike., Their work consists of placing 
the ships’sails on the yards when the vessels go out 
and taking them down when they arrive. They also 
keep the decks and fittings clean. These services 
had been paid for at ‘6s. per day, the hours: being 
from 7 to 5, with 9d: an hour overtime. They now 
demand that werk shalic¢ea#se at 1) o'clock on 
Saturday, that overtime shall be 1s. per hour, and 
that all who are employed with them and who are 
not mémbeFs of “other Unions sha't be compelled to 
juin the Seamen's and Firemen’s Union. The men 
when they left for dinner on Saturday cid not 
return. 

ASSAULT BY A STRIKER AT Hay’s WHARF.— 
At Southwark Police Court on Saturday, Thomas 
Collins, a dock labourer, was charged with violently 
assatlting John Moretun. Mr. Passmore, solicitor, 
appeared to prosecute on behalf of the proprietors 
of Hay’s Wharf. He said the present case arose 
out of the recent strike of employés there, the 
prisoner being one of the strikers, aid the prose- 
cutors and the witnesses being what were termed the 
pew hands. William Pepper said he was a dock 
labourer, and was employed at Hay’s Wharf. The 
previous morning he and a number of others were 
waiting outside Hay’s Wharf for the gates to open, 
when he saw the prisoner and three other men 
standing near an archway. Suddenly witness saw 
a brick come from the direction in ‘which the 
accused was, the brick struck Moreton on the nose, 
and accused was taken into custody. Evidence 
having been given identifying the prisoner as the 
person who threw the brick, Mr. Siade remanded 
him, refusing bail, 

FALSE STATEMENTS BY SEAMEN.—At Newport 
Police Court, William Gannaway and Edward 
Holmes, sailors, have been charged with. maxing 
a false statement as to the name of their last ship. 
Mr. R. P. Williams appeared to prosecute for the 
Board of Trade, and explained that the men joined 
the ship Lizzie Haglish at London, for a voyage to 
one of the Greek ports, vid. Newport. When they 
got to Newport they found that the current rate of 
wages was 5s. per month more than. they had 
signed for. Holmes at once said he was too ill to 
go in the ship. _ He induced Dr. Pratt. or his 
assistant to give hima certificate of unfitness on 
April 23, but on the very next day he signed to go 
in the Zephyrus at the higher wages, giving as his 
last ship, not the Lizzie English, but one he went 
in about last Christmas, tannaway deserted the 
ship altogether, and afterwards joined the Zephyrus. 
The Bench said they were determined to put a stop 
to this sort of thing, and imposed a fine of 40s., or 
14 days’ imprisonment, : 
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Continued from page 7, 


In fact, they drew out the resolution in its; 
We had drawn out one, and submitted it 
approval of their leaders; but they discarded ; 
altogether, and drew their own up, and submitted 
it to the meeting, which was carried Unani 
mously. At the close of the meeting their lealers 
arranged for a series of meetings to be held for 
dockers alone, which was in direct Opposition to 
the resolution which they had just passed, 

This action was the means of throwirig all other 
classes overboard. Several officials of other organi. 
sations wrote to me wanting to know why the 
resolution did not assume some practical shape; 
but what could we oo, seeing the very class we 
chiefly relied upon were acting in direct Opposition 
and the outcome of their series of meetings was 
one petty strike after another, until it. became 
general? Ourgeneral secretary (Mr. J. H. Wilson) 
came down to Liverpool for the express purpose of 
rendering them what assistance he could, and sent 
for their leaders to attend a special meeting of our 
district officials, so as to make arrangements. The 
messenger was told, however, that if we wanted 
them we must run after them, as they would not 
come tous. Yet although we did not approge of 
the steps they had taken, we knew that they were 
our fellow-men, and that their interests were 
identical with ours, and we were prepared to assist 
them all we could. But, confident in their own 
strength, they entirely ignored us. The conse. 
quence was that our assi-tacce would not be 
accepted, so we had to take into consideration our 
own position, and we applied for an increase of 
our wages to the Steam Shipowners’ Association, 
and we secured what we asxed for, for whi¢h we 
were denounced as being tools for our employers, 
and that we had acted meanly and despicably 
towards them, ‘This opinion is still general, but 
the reason is simply this—the men did not know 
tne circumstances of the case. They only knew 
what was told them in mass, which was entirely 
misleading. 

I trust all the dock labourers will have the oppor- 
tunity of seeing and reading my statements for 
themselves. Then they will be able to be their 
own judges as to wheth.r we “ sold” them or not; 
and further, I am prepared to go on any public 
platform in Liverpool and make the same asser- 
tions, if considered necessary. But, apart from 
whatever they may do officially or what they omit 
to.do, I know for certain the men themselves are 
in favour of federation, and are cnly kept back 
against their own wish, and it seems to me to bea 
thousand pities that such a body of mea dare not 
publicly express an opinivn of their own, Is.it 
because they are less courageous or, less manly 
than the rest of their fellow-men? Because, if s0, 
the dock labourers of Liverpool are not the class 
of men I take them to ba, and the sooner they try 
to assert their true manhood the better it, willbe 
for themselves and their wives and families. If 
they think that federation is desirable let them 
publicly announce their intention of becoming a 
component part of such a grand movement, and if 
they feel prepared to take the lead we are equally 
as ready to fall in their wake, and support them. 

W. NICHOLSON, District Secretary, 

National Ama'gamated Suilors’ and Firemen’s 

Union of Great Britain arid’Iteland. 
Liverpool, May 11, 1890. ; 
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BIRKENHEAD BRANCH. 


At the usual meeting, May 7, Mr. W, Nicholson 
acting as chairman, the minutes, correspondence, 
and financial statement were accepted as satis 
factory. The case of Laurence Maloney came 02 
for consideration, he being seriously 111 for several 
weeks past, and fully paid up to the time of his 
illness, though not a member of the sick and 
burial fund, and after due consideration ib. was 
moved ty Mr. McKiernon, and seconded by T. Kelly, 
that an advance of 25s. be granted him. As #2 
amninent, W. Lewis moved, and H. Stedding 
seconded, that 10s. be given him in the meantime, 
and that the case be again considered at the - 
general meeting, The result was, for the amen 
ment seven, for the motion three’ votes. oe 
motion was therefore lost. The secretary € Jaint 
to the meeting ‘the progress made with the > 
scription and the tickets for the forthcoming 
drawing for the benefit. of the widow and children 
of the late James Hanlon, and it was consider ' 
highly satisfactory. Mr. W. Nicholson, distric 
secretary, dwelt at some length on the forthoon tng 
grand concert, to take place at the Malakof, 2) 
Cleveland-square, Liverpool, in aid of the wi “ _ 
and orphans’ fund, and after some very able rem 
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from several of the members, respecting the 
necessity of everyone subscribing to the fund for 
widows and orphans, it was moved by H. Stedding, 
seconded by Thomas Woods, that a subscription 
pox be placed in the office to receive subscriptions 
for the aforesaid fund. It was then put to the 
meeting, and carried unanimously. After some 
remarks from Mr. W. Nicholson, and D. J. Keany, 
respecting the hospital question, it was moved 
by W. Lewis, second-d by T. O'Connor, and 
carried, that the hospital question stand over 
for discussicn until the next general meeting. 
A discussion took place respecting a man named 
George Taylor, member of the Glasgow Branch, the 
grievance being that he signed and sailed in the 
s,s. City of New York as engineer’s st .rekeeper, he 
peing a sailor, It was moved by R, Trevellick, 
seconded by W. Lewis, that the secretary write 
Mr. Boyd, Glasgow Branch, respecting the said 
George Taylor ; carried unanimously. After some 
remarks from Messrs. Trevellick and Connorty 
respecting the officials’ uniform, it was moved by 
M. McKiernon, seconded by R. Trevellick, that the 
meeting adjourn, and after a hearty vote of thanks 
to the chairman and visiting members, the meeting 
adjourned. 

At the special committee meeting held May 12, 
Mr.R. Trevellick in the chair, the minutes of the pre- 
vious general meeting were adopted, also the corres- 
pondence, together with the financial statement for 
the week ending May 10. After some remarks 
from several of the members respecting the need of 
a flag-staff, it was moved by John McArthur, 
seconded by H, Stédding, that a flag-staff be erected 
over the rooms; carried unanimously. On the 
motion of Thomas Kelly, seconded by H, Stedding, 
the meeting adjourned at 940 p.m., after having 
accorded a most hearty vote of thanks to the chair- 
man, to which he suitably responded. 


PORT GLASGOW BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this Branch was 
held on May 6, Mr. John McArthur in the chair. 
After the usual routine business had been gone 
through the secretary conplained of the conduct of 
some of the members who had been out on strike 
during the last six weeks, one man in particular 
having earned about £9 11s. clear, or an average 
of 32s, per week for six, weeks. ‘he secretary 1n- 
timated that he intended taking legal advice on the 
matter, and if possible to recover it by law. A brief 
discussion ensued on the slackness of the secretary 
and other officials in paying protection money to 
those who had been fully employed during the 
week, or part of the week. The secretary, 
in defence of himself, pointed out that 
as Port Glasgow was three miles distance 
from the office he depended on the men’s 
own honesty in reporting themselves, It was re- 
ported that James Murray had joined the local 
Society and had gone into work. ‘I'he same penalty 
was imposed on him as had been imposed on the 
other offenders, viz., that he be fined £3, and pay 
all moneys received as protection money in the late 
struggle ; a vote of thanks to the president closed 
the meeting. 


CARDIFF BRANCH. 


The usual Branch meeting was held at the 
Wyndham Arcade Hotel, May 5, 1890, Mr. Chubbs 
taking the chair. The minutes of last meeting 
were read by the assistant secretary, also the 
financial statement, and both were confirmed. The 
minutes of the committee were also read and 
adopted, A discussion then took place in reference 
to the seven years’ lease of the Union Home, which 
the chairman con-idered was too long, a lease of 
five years being quite long enough. The committee 
had decided that five years was sufficient, and he 
did not think it right that any longer term should 
be given, as at the end of the five years’ lease they 
might see much better premises. He therefore 
suggested that a resolution be passed rescinding 
those minutes, Several complaints were then made 
against Union men not turning up to join their 
vessels at time of sailing. The delegate reported 
no less than seven having missed their passage last 
week, five being out of one boat. The complaint 
was brought before the committee also at the 
Branch meeting, when it was decided that if the 
names of the men could be ascertained, a fine 
should be inflicted on them. A letter was also read 
from the secretary of the Glasgow Branch, in 
teferenice to the Anchor liner Belgravia, which had 
arrived from Greenock with a crew of scabs. Two 
of the quartermasters were present at the meeting, 
and explained the reason why the Belgravia had a 
scab crew aboard, it being solely the fault of the 
trimmers, who had tried to establish a precedent 
Which had never existed before, and which was 
against the common duties of the ship. The 
original crew were all under arrest. They had been 
strongly advised not to take the action they had, 


but had not listened to the advice given. Mr. 
Harrison considered that when the Anchor Line had 
consented to give the wages demanded, it was the 
duty of each man, when he had signed articles, to 
act in accordance with them, and suggested that a 
vote of confidence be passed on those men who had 
acted in such a straightforward and just manner. 
They had tried their utmost to prevail upon the 
crew not to take the steps they had, and considered 
it only right that the four quartermasters, should 
retain their position in the ship; the resolution 
was therefore carried. After further complaints 
being made, the meeting closed. 


CARDIFF BRANCH. 


Statement of Accounts for 12 weeks, ending 
March 22, 1890. 


Dr. 
£snd £8 d. 
To Balance brought forward 601 15 9 
» Entrance Fees ... 200,900 Lh 3 
», Members’ Contributions 476 6 10 
» Sick Fund ain sae ipa & DoRe 
» Cards, Rules, etc. 27 0 5 
o: EE ave cane : ‘ 
,, Levies ales 5 910 
», Sale of Medals ... 26 @ 
», Sale of SEAFARING 215 6 
», Repayment of Lean 0 5 0 





— 918 9 9 
» Payments by Non-Local 

Mainbers (inclusive of 

Barry sub-Branch ... 258 3.0 








,, Death Insuraace ‘iia 10 0 0 
» Gift of Marquis of Bute 
to W. & O. Fund aay, a. a 
» Giftof Councillor Mildon 010 6 
——_—_ 30 10 6 
» Debt of Bristol and 
Swansea Branches — 
Balance mentioned last 
quarter ... aes <0 5 3 5 
£1,824 2 5 
Cr. 
&s @ 


By Office Salaries, 0. Delegates’ ditto, 
Postages, Telegrams, Printing, 


Rent, Coal, Insurance, etc., etc. 79 15 10 
» Office Fittings we ma “7327 19 9 
», Protection and Relief of Members 36 15 2} 
», Shipwreck Grants ... és oe OP Te O 
», Funeral Expenses (Laverty we 6-12 3h 
, Sick and Burial Fund Benefits, 

Doctor, etc. ... ees out -- 43.15 6} 
;, Grants to Trade Council os IO’ 'O'®@ 
,, Non-Locals returned to Bristol and 

Swansea last quarter $? eco "OHS 
,, Contributions refunded Leith A Prag 


», Remittances to General Manage- 
ment, and General Funds, Head 
Office... bed dh vis «. 497 6 82 

, Balance in Bank & in Institute, ete. 1132 13 3 


£1,824 2 5 
nC 





Examined and found correct, 
Frep. W. Evans, Auditor. 
March 31, 1890. 
JNO. GARDNER, Sec., 
Offices : West Bute-st., Cardiff. 





At the usual weekly meeting held May 12, Mr. 
Chubbs in the chair, correspondence was read from 
Mr. Boyd, of Glasgow, in reference to the s.s. Bel- 
gravia, one of the Anchor Line. At our last 
meeting a vote of confidence was passed in the 
members who had come round in the ship from 
Greenock. to Cardiff, and our members expressed 
their opinion that the other part of the crew who 
had come out at Greenock had done wrong, although 
they were sorry that the men had been arrested and 
sentenced each to six weeks’ imprisonment. 
Having written Glasgow to this effect, we received 
a reply from the secretary of the Glasgow Branch 
informing us that he was astonished at our passing 
a yote of confidence in those members, and that 
the decision of the committee was subject to the 
approval of the general meeting; that the four 
quartermasters and leading stoker be expelled not 
only from the Glasgow Branch, but from the 
National Union altogether, and their names inserted 
in SEAFARING for one month. The letter was 
taken aboard by our delegate and read to them. 
They denied the statement of Mr. Boyd. The 
leading stoker, who came to our office, 
made out his statement and forwarded the 
same to Glasgow. Mr. Gardner said perhaps we 
had been rather hasty in passing a resolution in 
favour of those men before hearing the other side 
of the question, for since our last meeting the 
quartermasters had absolutely defied our in- 
structions and therefore he quite agreed with the 








resolution passed by the Glasgow Branch. Not 


only had the quartermasters defied us, but one of 
our own members in particular, the boatswain, Mr. 
Robertson, and he trusted that the meeting would 
deal. with him accordingly. In reference to Mr 
Sherlock, the leading stoker, he was glad to say 
that he was the only one that had acted in a true 
Union spirit, by coming out of the boat, Mr. 
Harrison said that the minutes of the last m»eting 
were worded wrongly. ‘The resolution was passed 
only in favour of the leading stoker, and nut in 
fav ur of the four quartermasters, and he sugye-ted 
that those minutes be rescinded. Mr. Tucker pro- 
posed that we should confirm a vote of confidence 
in Sherlock, the leading stoker, and that the 
minutes of last meeting relating to the others be 
rescinded. This was seconded by Mr. Courtnay, 
and carried. A resolution was then passed, that 
the boatswain, Mr. Robertson, be fined £3 for sail- 
ing in the ship, and if the fine be not paid, he be 
expelled from the Union. After many other 
remarks on behalf of Sherlock by the dele- 
gates and other members, the delegates then 
gave their report. They had used every means to 
get the incompetent scabs out, but had not 
succeeded —the ship being guarded by police and 
no one allowed ashore but the leading stoker, who 
had given them every assistance. ‘The scabs had 
been tested that day by the third officer, when it 
was found that they were unfit and incompetent 
for any kind of work aboard ship. The Belgravia 
this voyage is about to carry between twelve and 
fourteen hundred passengers, and these are the kind 
of men aboard her. In great part they are boys 
who have just come out of a reformatory, whilst 
others are soldiers, The Board of Trade had been 
informed of the class of men aboard, but the 
answer was that nothing could be done. After 
several other complaints being heard, the meeting 
closed. 
PENARTH AND BARRY BRANCH. 
Statement of Accounts, October 16, 1889, to 
March 22, 1890. 








Dr. 
Rid. 
To Entrance Fees ... e es ws. 159°'0'0 
,, Members’ Contributions pie tae & 
», Sick Fund <a at eee us I ae € 
» Cards and Rules ts rer 32. -?- Ogi 
,, Fines, ete. Se ie 12 LS RGR SG 
;, Non-Local Members’ Payments ... 5919 2 
£257 8 8 
Cr. 
£s d 
By Secretary’s Salary, Expenses, Post- 
ages, O. Delegate, etc. (23 weeks) 4616 1} 
» Legal Expenses als cad ae Ri OO 
» Remittances toGeneral Fund... 6 0 6 
s - Cardifffor Rules,etc. 6 6 2 
is ~ a Non-Local 
Members to be forwarded to Head 
Office... oa oom bisa 5019 2 
» Balance in Hand... one .- 145 6 84 








£257 8 8 
Certified correct, 
Frep. W. EvANs, Auditor. 
March 31, 1890. 
JAS. HARRISON, Sec., 
45, Station-terrace, Cogan, Cardiff. 


MONTR°SE BRANCH. 


The following is the subscription in aid of the 
widow and two destitute children referred to last 
week :—The Editor of SEAFARING 10s. 6d,, the 
general secretary 3s., the general trea-urer 2s. 6d., 
Mr. Begg 2s. 6d., the assistant secretary 2s , Messrs. 
Hunter 1s., Keys 1s., Garvie 2s., Hines 2s., Evans 
2s., Douglas 2s., Robinson 2s., Candler 2s , Hunt 
2s., Fysh 2s., Harrison 23., McQuilian ls , Skinner 
1s., Fowler Is., Arnold 1s., Cowie 1s., Trevellick 1s., 
Smith 1s. McKevitt 1s. J. G. Ramsey Is. W. 
Jenkins 1s. W. C. Lonsdale Is., R. Raine 2s., 
Fines at Executive meeting 3s., the Montrose Branch 
secretary 1s. 6d., Messrs. J. R. Harrison ls. 6d., 
David Duncan 1s., Andrew McOnochie 6d., James 
Emslie 1s., J. Andrew ls., W. Henry 6d., Alex. 
Baird Js., John Cordiner 1s., John Johtsoa Is., 
two frien’s 1s. 3d. Total £3 7s. 94, 


NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE BRANCH. 


The general meeting was held at Lockhart’s 
cocoa rooms, Side, Newcastle, May 12. Mr. 
Errington presided, and called upon the secretary to 
read the minutes of previous meetings. ‘he 
minutes were contirmed. A long discussion ensued 
regarding Mr. Neilsen’s case, which was reported in 
our columns last week, Mr. Mansell, Mr. Bassett, 
and others spoke. Mr, Mansell said he was sorry 
Mr. Neilsen was absent, as he (Mr. Mansell) hed 
received a letter from Mr. Mercer, of Green’s Home 
Branch, regarding the money tnat was advanced to 





Mr. Neilsen when he was in London. The corres- 
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pondence as read was accepted. A complaint was 
made by Mr. Nessworthy, that the steward of the 
8.3, Juno was not a member of the Union. Mr. 
Mansell was instructed to go on board the s.s. Juno 
to see into the matter. Mr. Purvis asked if a certiti- 
cate was needed every week by a sick member. Mr. 
Mansell, in reply, said that he had instructions to 
pay no sick money unless a certificate from the 
uoctor was produced every week, but seeing that 
R. Shiell, the member in question, was in the 
infirmary, he did not think it was necessary that a 
certificate should be produced every week. Eighteen 
sailors and twenty firemen were reported un- 
employed. 


BELFAST BRANCH. 


A special meeting was held in the Union Rooms 
on Friday, May 9, Mr. Cobain in the chair. Minutes 
were read and adopted A defaulting member of 
Derry Branch, named James Veilly, fireman, was 
admitted to explain certain allegations which he 
was accused of. The member then made a rambling 
statement concerning the time he had been em- 
ployed on shore, and considered he was entitled to 
benefit, in so far as the 14d. per week rule went 
After an explanation by the secretary concerning 
certain abusive language which the member had 
been guilty of at the shipping office, the offending 
member was then understood to make an apology, 
which was accepted. The chairman then explained 
the rules at some length, advising him to correspond 
with the Derry Branch. The member was then 
oriered to withdraw, The secretary t 1en requested 
p rmission to send money to head office, at the 
sime timedrawing member» attention to Rule VIII., 
Clause VII. After some remarks by the chairman, 
is was moved by Mr. George Barker, seconded by 
Mr. Jamiezon, that £40 be sent to head office; 
carried unanimously. A debate then took place 
regarding Unicn men sailing with scabs, It was 
then moved that the secretary be empowered to 
send Union men home, so as to prevent vessels 
getting away with scabs. The motion was ap- 
proved of, with a proviso that the men only be sent 
home if in the interests of the Union. The 
secretary was requested to ascertain if there were 
anffi ient men, eith:r sailors or firemen, to take the 
place of the scabs complained of; it was then 
s couded and cariied. ihis being all the business 
of importance, the meeting was acjourned. 


DUBLIN BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of the above Branch, 
was held on Friday, May ¥, at the Union Rooms, 
87, Muriborough-street, Bro. John Johnston in the 
chair, The secretary read the minutes of the last 
meeting, which were confirmed. John Baker then 
made a complaint on behalf of the crew of ship 
Aanthus, now lying at Kingstown. Secretary 
visited Kingstown twice during the week, and found 
there was a dispute between the coal porters and 
biacklegs, in which the crew of the ship Xanthus 
took part of their own accord, coming ot without 
communicating with the secretary of their Branch. 
They now claim strike pay. The secret «ry found that 
some of them were indebted to their Branch since 
list Juve, and that one man had only joined the 
Uuion the previous week, and had not even paid 
his full entrance fee. The chairman then put it to 
the committee, which ruled that they were not in 
benetit, and could not therefore be entitled to 
strike pay. Secretary then stated that while on his 
last visit to Kingstown, he had seen the master of 
tue Xanthus with reference to the crew, and that 
the master told secretary he would ship whom he 
liked, and if necessary his wife. The chairman 
then pointed out that the Branch of the Union was 
i1 Dublin, since the begi: ning of february, 1889, and 
toat if the men had joined then of their own free 
will, instead of leaving it till now when they were 
compelled to do so, they would all be in benefit 
now. Bro. F. Roach then addressed the meeting 
at some length on men who called themselves 
Union men, but who in reality were only such from 
hiving a card of last year’s date, and who were in- 
de ote to their Branch six, eight and ten months,and 
designated them as sailing pirates inasmuch as 
uney were enjoying ail the benefits of the Union, 
while they contributed nothing towards the funds 
themselves, and were, if anything, worse than 
ecabs. During the week the secretary had infor- 
mation of a scab crew numbering ten hands coming 
from Liverpool to Dublinto man the ship Centaur, 
of Liverpool, bound to Oardiff by the run, Union 
men were partly engaged for said ship but the Liver- 
p ol scabs were guluy ten shillings under them. 
S-cretary wired to Liverpool to prevent these men 
from coming to Dublin, but, unfortunately, they 
were rot able to stop them ; secretary went down 
en Sunday morning, the 11th inst., at 5 a.m., and, 
after a long discussion with the men, induced them 
to return to Liverpool, paying them the sum of £1 
per man and their passage paid to Liverpool, like- 


wise their board and lodging for the day ; and 
then succeeded in shipping the Union men, in spite 
of allopposition. The captain threatened to have the 
secretary arrested, but failed to succeed in carrying 
out his threat. 


GREAT GRIMSBY BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this Branch was 
held on Monday evening, May 12, there being a 
good attendance; the president, Mr. G. T. Brock, 
in the chair. Previous to the reading of the 
minutes of the last meeting a member complained 
of another member introducing a non-Unionist to 
the ship in which he was employed where a vacancy 
had occurred. The secretary was instructed to in- 
form him that by so doing he was rendering him- 
self liable to a penalty and ultimate expulsion if 
persisted in. The minutes and accounts were then 
read and confirmed. The accounts showed a highly 
gratifying state, as the income was the largest of 
any week since the formation of the Branch, showing 
a surplus of £8 3s. 6d. of income over expenditure 
with only 407 financial members. The secretary 
reported that a member, Bro. Geo. Ide, had been 
ill ashore for 13 weeks, and suggested that some- 
thing should be done for him amongst the mem- 
bers. On the motion of Bro. Hedgecock, seconded 
by Bro. Bolton, it was resolved that a subscription 
list be placed on board the boats on behalf of Bro. 
Geo. Ide. A member of the Fishermen’s Union 
who had joined our Union wished to know if the 
full entrance fee would have to be paid into our 
Society. The secretary explained that a mutual 
agreement had been made with the Fishermen’s 
Union for three months to allow fishermen to sail 
with our men. This agreement expired on March 1, 
and as he joined in April there'was no alternative 
but to pay the full fee. Bro. Edwards proposed, and 
Bro. Hedgecock seconded, that seeing we have no 
alternative in the matter as the entrance fees are 
regulated by the Executive, the said member must 
pay the full entrance fee in vogue at the time of 
joining, and be allowed three months to pay it in ; 
carried, Three new members enrolled during the 
week were accepted into the Union. Shipping 
slack yet.’ About 20 sailors and firemen unem- 
ployed. 


KING'S LYNN BRANCH. 


At the usual weekly meeting held on May 9, Bro, 
C. W. Arnold in the chair, and Bro. H. Cooper 
acting secretary pro tem. (as the secretary was 
paying his official visit to Boston), the minutes, 
with income and expenditure, were read, and on the 
motion of W. Burgess, seconded by H. Bennett, 
confirmed. Bro. Oooper then read the correspon- 
de ice, and reported since last session that Bro.. C. 
f W. Arnold had proposed two members for enrol- 
ment. It was resolved that they be admitted. 
Bro. Arnold, in the absence of the secretary, then 
reported the case of the s.s. Ananda of Greenock 
on May 5, which we claim as a victory for the 
Sparrow Nest. The captain of the said s.s. paid 
off two A.B.’s, therefore he required two more to 
make up his full complement, and he would not, 
according to his account, ship a Union manas his 
wages were 303. and ours were 32s. 8d, but, how- 
ever, there was a Union man shipped at 32s. 8d., 
he being still one A.B, short of his complement. 
The men were determined that in port was the 
most proper place to get their grievances rectified, 
so the captain had to sign another A.B., a Union 
man, at 32s, 8d., and the non-Unionist who had 
signed before she came to King’s Lynn promised 
that as soon as they arrived in England they would 
join the Union. Secretaries please note. There 
being some brethren present belonging to the s.s. 
Antonio, members of Newport, South Shields, and 
Glasgow Branches, asked the chairman’s permission 
to lay a question before the Branch, which was 
granted; the question being, to know if they were 
justified in leaving this port two firemen short of 
their complement. The chairman gave out the de- 
cision of our members, that there were no back dcors 

$ sea to ship men, therefore they would have to 
ship their full complement before they left the 
port. A lengthy discussion then arose in re of 
signing articles for ship’s loading port. It was 
moved by Wm. Burgess, and seconded by J. 
Massen, that we discontinue the practice of signing 
articles for ship's loading port with the sanction of 
the general secretary and the Executive Council. 
This being the anniversary of the Sparrow Nest 
Bro, O. W. Arnold gave us ** The Anchor's Weighed,” 
in fine style; Bro. W. Burgess then gave “ Dixey 
Isle”; likewise Bro. H. Bennett ‘* The Emigrant’s 
Farewell,” assisted by several of our brethren ; and 
after a most enjoyable evening we gave three 
hearty cheers for J. H. Wilson and the National 
Union, and trust the time is not far distant when 
we sha'l have in Mr. J. H. Wilson a representative 





in the House of Commons, 
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LEITH BRANCH. 


The usual weekly meeting of this Branch was 
held May 8, in Trafalgar Hall, the chairman (Mr. 
W. Leslie) presiding. The minutes and financiaj 
report were adopted, and correspondence was read 
including a letter from the banner makers... It was 
unanimously agreed that the banner should be 
st-own to the members present, and it was unveiled 
for a private view, the discussion on it bein 
delayed till next meeting. A postcard from the 
Grays Branch Banner Committee was also reaq 
The election of two members of committee was the 
next business, and Bros. Pratt and Shaw were unani. 
mously elected. The election of an outside delegate 
was then taken up, and after some discussion Bro, 
J. Brown was declared elected by a large majority, 
and it was agreed that his wages be 30s. A small 
committee to assist the general committee at the 
mass meeting was also appointed. The resolutions 
from the Executive being taken up, a discussion 
took place regarding the badges for the secretary 
and outside delegate, It was unanimously agreed 
that they should be got, and it was remitted to the 
committee to decide the pattern or design. The 
resolution regarding Mr. W. Scott was read, and it 
was unanimously agreed to approve of the action 
taken by the Executive, and that Mr. Scott be re. 
admitted to the Branch on their terms. The secre. 
tary having reported the conduct of one of the 
rigging contractors, it was unanimously agreed 
that no Union man should work with him until he 
tenders an apology for his conduct. On Saturday, 
May 10, the new office at 15, Oommercial-street 
(opposite the shipping office), was opened for 
business, and during the day many members 
dropped in and had a look over the premises, and 
declared themselves highly satisfied with the 
furnishing, &c; 


SUNDERLAND BRANCH. 


This Branch met May 12, at 174, High-street 
East, Mr. W. Airson in the chair. There was a good 
attendance of members. The secretary read the 
minutes of the previous meetings, which were con- 
firmed, on the motion of Mr. F. Hines, seconded 
by Mr. J. Cathey. The secretary reported that 
there had been a fair number of members elected 
for this and other B anches during the past week, 
Mr. Lonsdale then read letters from Dover, Ant- 
werp, Cardiff, and also a letter from the Shipowners’ 
Association of Great Britain, in reference to the 
action of some of the crew of a local steamer, 
Great satisfaction was expressed at the action of 
the International Amalgamated Sailors of America 
in expelling George W. Reid, formerly a secretary 
of this Union, from their organisation, for, 
according to our opinion, he is not a fit person to 
be a member of any respectable organisation, or to 
belong to any incorporated body. Mr. Henderson 
then addressed the meeting on “ Principles and 
Objects of Trades Unionism,” and censured some 
of the members on the matter of their luke-warm- 
ness. He said the principles and objects of Trades 
Unionism were to protect their interests, and to 
assist oae another as trothers in a common cause. 
Certain members had a mistaken idea of Unionism. 
They thought that Unionism was for the purpose 
of finding them employment, and that they paid 
their contributions for this object, but he contended 
that a Union would be no good where they only 
paid to clear the expenses of the working of the 
Union. He considered that on such conditions 
their money wou'd be as well thrown into the sea. 
What benefit would it be to them to pay for 20 
years into an organisation and have no funds at 
their command when the real needs and objects of 
the Union were at stake? He instanced the case 
of the masters wanting to reduce their wages, or 
when the members might consider it time they had 
an advance. Mr. Henderson's idea of Unionism 
was that of forming a fund for the purpose of 
demanding justice from the employers, and seeking 
reforms which would better the condition of the 
men. It was decided to give a banquet to Mr. J. 
H. Wilson, in honour of the head office going to 
London, to take place some time about the end of 
June. Several members then addressed the mcet ng 
on several local questions. 


HULL BRANCH. 


A lecture was given in Unity Hall, under the 
auspices of the Hull Branch, by Mr. T. E. Wing. 
on the Employers’ Liability Bill, The chair was 
occupied by Mr. M. Brown, and Mr. Wing in the 
course of his remarks said he often thought that 
as politicians they paid a very great deal of atten- 
tion to heathen, blacks, and others 1a other 
countries, and that, in their anxiety to do 80, they 
forgot those who were closely allied to them. He 
desired all men not to forget the heathen, but to 
think also of their own requirements. #26 
Employers’ Liability Bill for the first time recog 
pised the rights of “poor Jack,” and having % 
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ised these rights it proceeded to destroy 
them by saying a seaman should not have compensa- 
tion unless the injury he sustained took place in a 
British port. There was another portion of the 
pill which stated that a Board of Trade certificate 
should accompany any action for compensation a 
man desired to bring. He objected to such a con- 
dition in the Bill because the Board of Trade had 
been discredited by the way in which it had done 
jts work in connection with shipping; and he 
ed to seamen to avail themselves of 
every possible movement in order to secure 
all those conditions which they ought to 
have, namely, protection of life and limb. 
He believed it was possible to do this, but he did not 
believe there was apy government would give them 
anything unless they demanded what they desired to 
have. He concluded by moving “ That this meeting 
of the Hull Branch of the National Amalgamated 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Union regards the time as 
opportune when the rights of sailors and firemen 
to compensation for injury should be enforced. 
ing that the Employers’ Liability Bill before 
Parliament concedes such right, but by regulation 
destroys it, we respectfully request the Executive of 
oor Union, under the leadership of the sailors’ 
friend, Mr. Plimsoll, to draft such clause or clauses 
as will ensure to the seafaring community compen- 
sation for injuries arising from preventable causes, 
and such other protection as is necessary; and 
further, we trust that in any such clause or clauses 
provision shall be made for the appointment of 
inspectors from among the working able seamen 
and firemen forming our mercantile marine, and 
that such amendments be placed before the Govern- 
ment and the House of Commons for their adop- 
tion.” Mr. Chapman seconded the motion, and in 
doing so remarked that the Board of Trade officials 
generally surveyed the cabins, and that was about 
as far as they did go. Mr. Oarr supported the 
resolution, and Mr. Ward, in speaking in favour of 
the proposal, expressed a hope that they would live 
tosee none but seamen and firemen on the Marine 
Board. The chairman trusted that the three members 
for Hull would see their way clear to introduce 
such amendments to the Bill as would make 
ita boon and a blessing to seamen. Seamen 
wanted something that would place their lives and 
limbs in security: they did not require compensa- 
tion alone.—The motion was carried unanimously — 
Mr. Wing then proposed “That this meeting re- 
gatds with pleasure the first three and a-half lines 
of clause 12 in the Employers’ Liability Bill, now 
before Parliament, in which the right of compensa- 
tion toseamen is conceded, but deeply regrets that 
such right is destroyed by the iniquitous regula- 
tions which surround it; and in consequence ask 
for its entire destruction after the word “ Act,” in 
the 22nd line, page 6, of such clause. Further, we 
respectfully request that the Government, in any 
fature legisiation on behalf of the seafaring com- 
munity, will protect the right conceded to the 
sailor by appointing inspectors selected from the 
working able seamen and firemen; that inspection 
shall not be left entirely to the present class of 
surveyors under the Board of ‘Trade, in whom the 
seamen have little confidence ; and that copies of 
this resolution be sent to the borough members 
and the Home Secretary.”—Mr. Ohafer seconded 
the proposition, which was agreed to.—A vote of 
thanks to Mr. Wing terminated the proceedings. 

At the usual Branch meeting the minutes, secre- 
tary's report, and financial statement were passed, 
also the outside delegate’s report read and a:cepted. 
Correspondence was read. An appeal from the 
Hull Trades Council for two delegates to serve on 
the working-men’s committee of the Children’s 
Hospital met with favourable support. Messrs. 
Brown and Chafer were duly elected to serve on 
that committee. Resolutions from the Executive 
Were then read and approved of. It was proposed 
by Mr, Horncastle, seconded by Mr. Oriander, that 
‘deputation wait on Mr. H. S. King, M.P., with a 
New to getting him to once again bring before the 
House the Bill relative to the conveyance home of 

istressed seamen, also the wages of shipwrecked 
crews. A vote of thanks was extended to the 
weasurer, Mr. S. Begg, he having completed his 
Sixth fifty members, thereby earning his sixth 
nedal, and the Executive is respectfully requested 

the Branch to give Mr. Begg a fitting token in 
Teenition of his zeal on behalf of the Union. 
The treasurer was directed to bank the sum of £50 
10 the name of the Union. All new members 
‘trolled since last meeting were confirmed in their 
bership, 


GOOLE BRANCH. 


On Tuesday, May 13, a meeting was held at Bank 
lings, Mr. W. Field inthe chair. The secretary 
tead a letter from Mr. Austin, M.P., respecting the 
bloyers’ Liability Bill now before Parliament. 
moar has promised to vote for Mr. Broadhurst's 
On for the rejection of the same, Bro. 





McGuire proposed, and Bro. Ward seconded, that 
we give a hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Austin for 
the interest he takes in the working classes, This 
was carried unanimously. The secretary then read 
over the proposed rules of the Goole Trades and 
Labour Council. Several questions were asked 
respecting them, which the secretary answered 
satisfactorily. Proposed by Bro. Jacklin, seconded 
by Bro. R. Horsley, that they be passed.” The 
motion was carried. 


MIDDLESBROUGH BRANCH. 


The general meeting was held May 12, the presi- 
dent (Mr. John Hardy) in the chair, when Robert 
Foster was accepted into this Branch as trimmer. 
The minutes of the last two meetings were dis- 
cussed and confirmed. Two members were then 
dealt with for deserting from their ships. William 
Carlisle, who backed out of the s.s. Yarm, was the 
first called. He said that this was the first ship he 
had ever lost since he commenced to go to sea, and 
he had been a seaman overtwenty years. He 
got a drop too much. It was proposed and 
seconded that he be fined 5s., the fine to be 
paid in one month; carried. Alex. Allen, a 
member of the Sunderland Branch, was then called 
upon to answer the charge of deserting from the 
8.8. Danish Monarch, He said the ship went to 
sea in the early morning, and his landlady neglected 
to call him, and when he awoke the ship was gone, 
A member said he thought Allen’s excuse a very 
lame one, because if he wished to go in the ship he 
ought to have gone on board the previous night 
He concluded by moving that A. Allen be fined 5s., 
the fine to be paid before he sign in another ship ; 
carried. The secretary then asked for discussion 
upon questions affecting the labouring classes of 
the United Kingdom. He said he thought they 
could not do better than sit one night in the week 
for debate upon all labour questions. We had 
fought a battle in East, Bristol (through our general 
secretary) which he hoped the members would 
never forget, He had seen many electoral addresses 
issued to electors, but he never yet saw a more 
democratic address issued, and yet they were de- 
feated. The reason, he said, was not bad to find, 
working-men took little or no interest in their own 
affairs. That was one reason. The men required 
political instruction, and he thought they would 
benefit by the suggestion he had just made. After 
discussion, it was moved that a hearty vote of 
thanks be tendered to our general secretary for the 
gallant fight he had made in East Bristol; to the 
band of workers who assisted him; and to the 602 
voters who polled that day in his favour; carried 
unanimously. After various other business the 
meeting adjourned on the motion of Mr. Graveso n. 


WHITSTABLE BRANCH. 


A meeting of this Branch was held in the 
Forester’s Hall, Whitstable, to hear an address 
from Mr. J. H,. Wilson, general secretary. Mr. 
Gammon occupied the chair, and referred to the 
fact that only three months ago that night he stood 
there with Mr. J. Donovan, the worthy Branch secre- 
tary, with a view to opening a Branch. He was now 
pleased to state that they had 250 members at their 
back. He then dealt with the recent dispute with 
the shipowners, and quoted from the press certain 
misrepresentations which had been made by them, 
and adduced facts which utterly refuted the state- 
ments which had been made. As to the portion of 
the paragraph in question, which was to the effect 
that the Union would shortly die a natural death— 
(cries of “ It’s a lie, sir,”)—he pointed out that the 
Union was still takingits meals regu'arly, and there 
were no symptons of illness. Mr. Tookey, president 
of the Bargemen’s Union, next addressed the 
meeting. He alluded to the small wages 
which he had received as a seaman, considering 
the length of the voyages made, and advocated 
combination amongst the working men in order to 
better their condition. He then referred to the 
bargemen’s dispute, and the demand of the 
employers that bargemen should cease their con- 
nection with the Union or leave their employment. 
The result was that an eight weeks’ strike occurred, 
which had taught the employers that the men’s 
claims were not to be despised. Mr. Tookey then 
made a stirring appeal to the audience to stand by 
the Union and pay their contributions willingly, 
since in time they would fully reap the benefit from 
their combination. 

Mr. Wilson, rising to speak, said he was indeed 
pleased with the remarks of Mr, Tookey. If there 
were many more like him, Unionism would be a 
success. He asked why they combined? Ship- 
owners said combination was the ruin of the 
country. He would try and prove that night the 
contrary. The employers said, ‘‘ Trust to us and 
you shall have fair play and justice.” He had had 
many opportunities of judging of this, and he should 





prove that they had not carried out their so-called 
promises. He had seen seamen’s wives compelled 
to go with the half-pay note to the shipowaer’s 
office for ten says after it was due, hefore it could 
be paid. When they did succeed in getting the 
money they hid innumerable debts to pay, con- 
sequent on their having to wa'k about for wees in 
the place of foreigners who had been im- 
ported to do their work. As to equipment of 
ships, and the loss of life, and accidents in con- 
sequence, what had the shipowners said? Simply 
that they were not responsible, as there was no 
Employers’ Liability Bill for seamen. Referring to 
the wages question, the general secretary asked,was 
it not a fact that the men of Whitstable were sailing 
for less money than any other port in the United 
Kingdom? (A voice “{[t is a fact.”) Then why 
wasit? Simply that they had not combined like 
their fellow men in other ports. Mr. Wilson 
then related the difficulties which they had 
had in establishing the Union, and said that 
now it was a most magnificent success. What 
had it done for the sailors? Men who, in 
steamers, were 18 months ago receiving 18s. or 19s. 
per week, were now receiving 34s. 6d, per week, 
and there was no paying off every voyage. As to 
the reduction of freights, this was no benefit to any 
person, because by reducing freights they must 
reduce men’s wages. Success depenied on the 
men themselves, and they should see that every 
man was a Union man. As to the owner,’ offer to 
treat with the seamen of Whitstable, he said he 
could easily see through the hollowness of that, 
because if they were allowed to treat with the men 
separately, they could make their own terms; but, 
on the other hand, if they stood together and by 
the Union there would be no fear of that. He 
regretted no shipowners were present, as he 
would have liked to talk to them for a while. They 
must understand that our Union did not stand 
alone, as we were affiliated with every other 
trade in the country, and when the owners 
sent their chalk to be taken out of the vesse’s 
they would have to send men to do the work, 
and when they wanted their vessels loadea 
they would have to find men to load them. As to 
sailing out of Whitstable for £3 5s. the voyage, they 
could remedy this only by combination. (Applause.) 
What was it some time ago in some ports? Men 
were sailing for the same wages as Whitstable, but 
it was with difficulty that the men would now go 
for £5. This had been brought about by con- 
fidence in each other, and combination, and he 
urged upon the Whitstable men to do the same, 
and, by organising, they would prevent the im- 
portation of foreign labour. There were many 
other reasons—by a sad loss of life. For years 
these losses had been going on. Was it not sad 
and a shame that 7,010 orphans were left every 
year? and this could be prevented by due pre- 
cautions being taken by the shipowners. There 
were such things as Board of Trade Inquiries. He 
called them Board of Trade farces. We had, how- 
ever, taken one step in the right direction, through 
the efforts of that grand old man, Mr. Samuel 
Plimsoll—(hear, hear, and applause)—and the 
Union, that the shipowners shall not be 
allowed to send their ships to sea in such an 
unseaworthy condition as previously, thereby 
sacrificing the lives of hundreds of seamen. 
The Employers’ Liability Act should be extended to 
meet the case of seamen. Women should put their 
shoulders to the wheel, and when they rolled up 
their sleeves and said “ My old man shall not cone 
into the house unless he is a Union man,” the 
victory would soon be ours. He did not think there 
were many millionaires in Whitstable. He hoped 
when they did depart from this world they would 
do so with an easy conscience, and be able to say 
they had treated their workmen honestlv and paid 
a fair and reasonable wage for a fair day’s labour. 
In conclusion, he appealed to them in their own 
interests and that of their wives and families to 
work in the noble cause of bettering their condition, 
Mr. Wilson resumed his seat amid applause, having 
spoken one and a-quarter hours. The chair- 
man, before putting the resolution, briefly 
addressed the meeting, and asked those who 
were reaping the benefit and not belonging 
to the Union to join the ranks and become 
fellow-members. If they would stick together 
all the devils in hell could not beat them. 
The following resolution was proposed by Mr. 
Royden—* That this meeting of seafaring men and 
bargemen of Whitstable, having heard the able 
address of Mr. J. H. Wilson upon the aims and 
objects of the National Amalgamated Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union of Great Britain and Irelani, are 
of opinion that a Branch should exist in this port, 
and hereby pledge ourselves to support the same in 
every legitimate maaner;” seconded by Mr. G. 
Foreman. Mr. Tiph also addressed the meeting, 
and complimented the able secretary, Mr. J. 
Donovan, ypon the work which he haa accom, 
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plished. He had won the Derby and the St, Leger» 
and he cou'é win Whitstable, and they could lay 
6 to 1 against the shipowners. He had listened to 
the general secretary’s and the chairman’s remarks 
with a preat intere t, and he fully endorsed a)l they 
had said. Mr. Wilson had built more than an 
E:ffel Tower or a Forth Bridge. He bad built such 
a pinnacle in the shape of the Union as would 
retiect credit upon himself as long as. there were 
se-men and firemen. Mr. J. Donovan then 
addressed the audience. He commenced by pro- 
ducing a black-hordered bill, inviting sailors 
and firemen to attend the funeral of J. Donovan, 
on the 12th inst. He said that if the shipowners 
of Whitstable had seen that Bill, they would have 
had a great celebration that night. However, he 
was still there in the flesh and blood, and that the 
shipowners of Whitstable woul’ find out; that the 
same spirit that has animated him from the incep- 
tion would continue to theend. A vote of thanks 
and three hearty cheers were given for the chair- 
man Mr. Wilson, and the secretary, and the 
meeting closed, 


DUNDEE BRANCH. 


This Branch held its usual weekly meeting on 
Monday, May 5. Mr. A. McDonald was in the 
chair. A question arose with regard to a man who 
belonged to South America, and who had been 
sailing in British-American ships, who sought 
admission to the Unton asan Englishman. It was 
proposed by W. Dawson, seconded by D. L. Small, 
that he be enrolled as a Britisher. This was 
carried. A discursion then arose regarding the 
complaint which was made at the last weekly 
meeting regarding the advance of wages in 
the weekly passenger steamers, A member 
suggested that the trimmers and _ greasers 
should receive the same pay as firemen, viz., 
32s. 8d. It was, however, agreed to wait until 
there was an answer from the head office, relative 
to the demand forthe advanced rate of pay. If it 
was then decided to ask for an advance in the rate, 
the trimme)s and the greasers pay will be regulated 
at the same time. 

At a meeting held on Monday night last, Mr. 
A. McDonald in the chair, the income #nd expen 4i- 
ture account for the Jast two weeks, was read to the 
meeting, and Mr. W. Dawson moved the approval 
of the same. He was seconded by W. Dorward, 
and the resolution was carried. The next business 
brought up at the meeting was with regard to two 
defau ting members who had sailed in the barque 
Weodlark to Middlesbro’ along with non-Unionists, 
and for an under rate of wages. It was decided, 
after some discussion, to fine them 5s, each. 


ABERDEEN BRANCH. 


As reported in last. week’s SEAFARING, a rather 
critical state of matters has arisen. At the date 
of the Jast report twelve men had been thrown out 
of employment by the London Company. At the 
end of last week these had swelled up to twenty- 
nine, and simply on the grounds that they were 
Union men. ‘This has been done ty one of our fat 
Companies, whose figure-heads are looked upon as 
men socially high, and who would be considered 
above doing the * mean.” But amore contemptible, 
tyrannical piece of work could not have been con- 
ceived outside the infernal regions, than that done 
by the said Company. One is made to wonder if 
the general shareho:ders are in any way responsible 
f.r this state of matters. They have been made 
fully aware of it by the public prints, and if they 
allow such a wrong to be committee, without 
doubt they are equally responsible. It is to all 
intents and purposes not a matter of advance in 
wages, but whether we are to exist as a Branch of 
the National Union. We are happy to state, how- 
ever, that out of the whole number, only one has 
returned to lick the hand that slapped him. 
Without doubt the same Company has suffered in- 
convenience.. They have got men, it is true; but 
of such a class as, in other circumstances, they 
would not have had for ballast. We are likewise 
pleased to report that a »ood few have got employ- 
ment; others will follow, and manhood will 
remain. Trades Unionism among the seamen will 
be more stable, because what has been done gives 
a fresh proof that if there was no power in the 
Union, they would not so trouble ‘hemselves 
whether the men are members of the Union or 
otherwise. So we would say to all, take courage, 
stand by principle—it will serve twice ; expediency 
is buta totter,then a fall. The great demonstra- 
tion that is to take place on Saturday first, has all 
the appearance of a large turn-out to demonstrate 
in fav ur of the legislative er actment of the eight 
houis day, as the seamen and firemen in other 
ports have turned out well the same is to be looked 
for in Aberdeen. When our members receive 
SPAFARING on Saturday it will serve as a happy 
reminder. 





SOUTH SHIELDS BRANCH, 


At the usual weekly meeting, held on May 12, 
resolutions were passed as foilows ; — That the mem- 
bers of this Branch instruct the secretary to write 
to the Executive complaining about the weakness 
of the North Shields Branch officials in allowing 
vessels to engage Union men under the wage- 
received by other Branches on the Tyne river. 
That the Branch select Mr. Hodge as trustee in 
place of Mr. Sinclair, resigned. ‘That the officials 
receive their cloth for the summer months. 

Mr. Miller, one of the members of the Branch, 
has given a model steam engine, valued at £5, for 
the benefit of the widows and orphans of the 
s.s. Julia Wiener, This model is in working order, 
and will be drawn for soon. Tickets, 6d. each; 
can be had of the secretary at the hall. Correspon- 
dence was read from the local Society stating that 
the meeting for the proposed amalgamzation would 
be held on Friday, May 16, which was: re- 
ceived with applause, Discussion was brought 
on about district secretaries being elected 
into office by the Executive Council, Rule V., 
Clause I. It 1s the opinion of this meeting that a 
district secretary should be secretary of a Branch, 
nominated by the members of the district he wishes 
tu represent, and above all voted in by a majority of 
the members of the district. This will only be 
giving districts the power that Branches have now, 
a little more Home Rule, This discussion will be 
gone into for several weeks. We trust that mem- 
bers of the Union will give their views on the 
subject. With a little friendly discussion we might 
have this simple rule improved upon at the next 
annual general meeting. Our assistant secretary, 
Mr. George Cowie, was charged before the magis- 
trates here on Wednesday by a Board of Trade 
officer with insulting him on May 14. Mr. Cowie's 
duty as outside delegate for South Shields 
Branch is to be near the shipping office door. 
As usual, a Board of Trade officer ordered all 
hands to go from the door, Mr. Cowie included, at 
the same time pushing Cowie from him without any 
cause whatever, as other men were nearer the 
door than Cowie; so Cowie pushed him, and now 
came the tug-of-war. The police were called by 
the B. T. to protect his sacred body. So all 
ended well, with a little help from our solicitor. 
Bail was accepted to the amount of £5. I consider 
Cowie had most right to call a policeman in this 
petty squabble, but British blood can never stand 
oppression. I will send the printed account after 
the trial, which will no doubt be amusing, as I 
have 500 volunteer witnesses, 


CALCUTTA BRANCH. 


Minutes of a committee. meeting of the Calcutta 
Branch, Sailors’and Firemen’s Amalgamated Union, 
held at 70, Bentinck-street. on March 22. Present— 
Rev. Father Hopkins, 8.8.P., president ; Bro. John, 
treasurer; Messrs. D. Kelly, Walsh, Campbell, Brown, 
McEnnes, Noone, McLane, Kelly, and Wm. Kelly. 
1. Resolved, that »dmission cards be issued for the 
present in Calcutta as follows :—“ has been 
admitted to the Calcutta Branch of the S, & F. a. 
Union, and has paid towards his entrance 
fee, will, on arrival at an English port, 
communicate with the secretary of the Union 
there, and on paying in the balance of his fee, be 
entered on the rolls as a full member by the 
general secretary.” 2. Resolved, that the rate of 
wages fixed for Union men sailing out of Calcutta 
be: Steam, A.B., £4 10s.; sailing, A.B., £4; fire- 
men, £5. 3. Entrance fee to be 5 Rs., a portion (not 
less than 2 Rs.) 0 be paid in Calcutta, the balance to 
be paid in England. 4 The home Branch shall 
remit to the Calcutta Branch all money collected 
from members. as balances due on their admission 
when in Calcutta, as also their subscriptions, 
5. Resolved, that pledge cards be issued in all cases 
of admission. 6. No one shall be admitted but in 
the presence, and with the consent, of two mem- 
bers. 7. Meeting closed. 

Minutes of a meeting of the Calcutta Branch, 
Sailors’ and Firemen’s Amalgamated Union, held at 
70, Bentinck-street, on March 29. Present—Rev. 
Father Hopkins, S.S.P., president; Bro. John, 8.S8.P., 
treasurer; Mr. Drew, secretary. 1. Read 
minutes of the last two meetings, which were 
passed. 2. Mr. McLean proposed, and Mr. D. 
Kelly seconded, Mr. T. Kelly as a committee mem- 
ber, to replace Mr. D. Kelly; elected. 3. The 
president read the names of fourteen regular mem- 
bers, and the amounts paid by them, and stated 
that they had all shipped and sailed. 4. The 
president laid the books before the committee, 
and stated that the accounts had been regularly 
kept. 5. Mr. T. Kelly was invited to speak in 
regard to the Middlesbrough Branch of the Union, 
which he did. 6. Meeting closed with a vote of 
thanks to the chair. 
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MAD WITH DRINK.—At the Dover Police Court 
(Tuesday} Hugh Jones was charged with wilfy)} 
refusing to perform duty on board the barque Pur}. 
nook, of Liverpool. Richard Thompson, master 
said that prisoner was shipped as first mate at 
Antwerp on the 14th April. He was sent from 
Liverpool by the owners to join the ship, which 
was on a voyage to Valparaiso They arrived off 
Dover on Monday night. and a boat came alongside 
to take the Channel pilot on shore. The prisoner 
jumped into the boat, and told witness that he in. 
tended going on shore, and would not remain in 
the ship. He refused to go back, and witness got 
arope to pull him on board by force. He then 
threatened to jump overboard. The second mate 
warned witness that the prisoner had got a loaded 
pistol in his pocket. Witness watched his oppor. 
tusity, and took the pistol from him, and then came 
ashore in the boat with him. When the Police 
arrived the prisoner was given into custody. Wit- 
ness asked him if he had any complaint to make 
against him, the ship, or the crew, and he had none, 
The prisoner now said he was mad with Grink when 
he left the ship, and he was willing to go back to 
her. Captain Thompson said he would take the 
prisoner back if he would pay the expenses he had 
been put to. The'prisoner replied that he had 
sent his advance money to his wife and child at 
Liverpool. An order was then made by the Bench 
for the defendant to go back the to ship, and that 
£5 should be deducted from his wages at the end 
of the voyage for the expenses. 


ILLEGALLY SUPPLYING SEAMBN. — In the 
Greenock Sheriff Court on May 12, James Henry, 
shore purser to Messrs. Henderson Brothers, steam. 
ship owners, Glasgow, and residing at 14, West-end 
Park-street, Glasgow, was charged with a contra- 
vention of the Merchant Shipping Act, 1854. On 
March 11 last he employed, by telegram or tele- 
phone message from Glasgow,. Ann M’Kellar, 
boarding-house keeper, West Breast, Greenock, and 
John Gallagher, residing there, neitber of them 
having a license for the purpose, to supply two or 
more seamen to be entered on board the steamship 
Anglia, of Glasgow, then lying at the Tail of the 
Bank, and also knowingly accepted George Brown 
and John Ril+y, both seamen, to be e.tered on 
board the Anglia, for a foreign voyage, they having 
been supplied for that purpose by the parties 
mentioned above. He pleaced guilty. Mr. Walter 


Bannatyne, who appeared for accused, 
stated that on March 11 the Anglia left 
Glasgow two men short, and Mr. Henry hal 
telegraphed to a runner in Greenock t 


engage two men to join the ship at Greenock 
That runner, Gallocher, had been prosecuted be- 
fore his Lordship last week, and Henry had given 
every assi-tance in that prosecution by admitting 
that he sent his telegram, and probably he would 
never have been forced to admit that, because it 
was giving evidence against himself in a criminal 
offence, Henry knew nothing about the section of 
this Act. until two days after the offence was 
committed. Since the summons had been issued 
he had seen the Board of Trade officials in Greenock, 
who stated that they were satisfied with his ex 
planation, and added that if the matter were In 
their hands there would be no prosecution. Mr. 
Robert Blair, writer, said the Board of Trade con- 
sidered, looking at the position wr ich Henry held in 
that large steamship company, that this offence 
could not be allowed to pass. Sheriff Henderson 
Begg, in passing sentence, said the offence was purely 
a statutory one, that it was his duty to enforce the 
Statute by imposing such penalties as the Act 
auth rised, and such as he thought sufficient to 
prevent these offences being committed. It was 
stated for defender that he was ignorant of the 
sections of the Act under which he was charged, 
but he (the sheriff) could not accept that as 4 
legal excuse. Everyone was bound to know the 
terms of the Statute, more especially those whose 
business it was to deal with matters embraced in 
the Statute, For a similar offence John Gallocher 
was, last week, fined £4, or 14 days. That was 4 
moderate penalty, and he thought that Gallocher 
had been led into the offence by a person who 
ought to have known better—namely, the present 
defender. In these circumstances, he could not 
impose asmaller penalty than that imposed upo? 
Gallocher—£4. ‘The fine was paid. 


NAUTICAL ACADEMY, 


108, Fenchurch Street, London, E.C.< 
CAPTAIN BROUGHTON 
Holds Certificates for Extra Master, Comp. Devs 
and A.B. from H.M.S. President. Separate 
each grade. p class daily. 
DEVIASCOPE AND THE CoLLision AVESTES 
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16 SEAFARING. May 17, 1890, 
R. WHETE,| “"snenoeee SAMUEL BEGG, 
WHOLESALE 26, UNION STREET, LIVERPOOL, Treasurer Hull Branch N.A.8.&F.U, 
ailors and Firemen 15s. per Week, 9 
A. J. CANDLER, Proprietor. TURK S HEAD HOTEL 
CABIN BT & BEDDING N.B.—Every ye cs te —— iia but M Y T oO N C A T E, _ H U LL. 


70, 72, & 74, RATHBONE STREET, 
CANNING TOWN, LONDON, E., 


AND 
98 & 29, GREEN ST., UPTON PARK, E. 
Houses Furnished from 10 to 100 gs. 
&@ ALL GOODS WARRANTED .#3 
SPECIALITIES IN 


SEAMENS BEDDING 
PURE WOOL BEDS, 
4/6, 5/6, 6/6, 7/6 each. 


BUSH RUGS & COLOURED BLANKETS 


Sent free to any part of the Kingdom on receipt of 
P.O. Order. Prices 3/9, 4/9, 5/9, 6/9. 





NOTICE. 


To Members of the National Amalgamated 


SAILORS’ AND FIREMEN’S UNION. 


i Men arriving at'or sailing from 
— OLEITH are invited to visit 


L. HYMAN 


Pawnbrokers’ Salerooms & Seamen’s Outfitting Stores 
8, TOLBOOTH WYND, LEITH, 
Where he has always on hand a large stock of New and 
Second Hand Clothing, suitable for Seamen, at prices to 
suit everyone. Also large quantities of unredeemed 
pledges. consisting of Gold and Silver Watches, 
Sextants, Optical Goods, Marine and Field Glasses, at 

really low prices. 
car ARMY & NAVY TROUSERS FROM 1/6 TO 3/6 ~€2 
SEA BOOTS FROM 8/6 TO 265/. 
Norz.—L. H., being an authorised agent for the most 
prominent Boot and Shoe Manufacturers, purchasers 
may depend cn getting the best value. 


OILSKINS FROM 6/6 TO 10/6 A SUIT. 
N.B.—Members of the Seamen’s and Firemen’s Union 
supplied on Special Terms. Advance notes cashed at 
a very small percentage. 


MEMBERS DESIROUS OF OBTAINING A 


PHOTOGRAPH 


OF THE 


GENERAL SECRETARY, 


CABINET SIZE, 
CAN DO SO BY APPLYING TO 


Mr. W. M. MAXWELL, 
174, High Street East, 
SUN DERIUAN D. 











GRIGN MEN IN LONDOB 


Cc. KELLY, 
180 & 1440, VICTORIA DOCK RD, 


LONDON, E., 

For Se Oilskins, Guernseys, Officers’ 
and Seamen's Caps and Hosiery. 
Hats, Ties, Scarves, Collars. &., of the 
Newest Style. 





— ESTABLISHED 1614. — 


414E ANCHOR HOUSE, 


ul, COMMERCIAL STREET, LEITH. 
J. WILLIS, Manager. 


Seamen’s Clothier and General 
Outfitter. 


Every description of Oilskins made to order. Suits 
made to measure on the most reasonable terms and 
shortest notice. Fit —— Seamen’s bonuses 
p -ad notes cashed, Slop chests supplied. ¢ 
H.B.—Special terms for members of the Sounen'’s Union 


H. PHILLIPS, 


PAWNBROKER, 


TIDAL BASIN, 
~ VICTORIA DOOKS. 


SAILORS’ OUTFITTER 


1H ALL 52S BRARORES. 


J. J. ROBINSON, 
MARKET HOTEL, 
MARKET PLACE, 
MIDDLESBROUGH. 


ALLSOPP’S MILD & BITTER ALES & STOUT. 
Choice Wines. Cigars of the Finest Quality. 











Middlesbrough Branch Meetings of the Sailors’ and 
Firemen’s Union held at this house, 
Meetings of Shipmasters’ and Officers’ Union also 
held here. 


BRISTOL SEAMEN’S 


CLOTHIER & OUTFITTER, &e,, 
W. J. PIKE, 
HOTWELL ROAD, BRISTOL, 
Honorary Member Seamen’s Union, 

Apvance and Hatr-pay Nores cashed very 
lowest terms; purchases at the time entirely 
optional. 


Fereign Money Exchanged. 
Runners. 





No Commission to 











CONCERT ROOM OPEN EVERY EVENING 
AT SRYEN O'CLOCK, 


OSD NI NIN NII DI NII INA NL NI NIRPRPRIR I, 
WINES, SPIRITS, BEERS, AND CIGAR 
” FINEST QUALITY. + OF tae 


SPECIAL NOTICE TO UNION MEN 


WM. MILLER & CO,, 


GLASGOW HOUSE, 

VERE STREET, CADOXTON, BARRY Dock 
Keep a large and Complete Stock of : 
SEAMEN’S OUTFITTING 


In allits Branches. Advance Notes cashed for ]s, 
in the Pound. All Goods marked in Plain Figures, 

N.B.—Special terms for members of Seamen's 
Union. Note the Address— 

WM. MILLER & CO.,, 

VERE ST., ‘AvOXTON, BARRY DOCK, 

One minute’s walk from Cadoxton Railway 

Station and Wenvoe Hotel. 


PECGIES’ DINING ROOMS, 
64, DOCK STREET, DUNDEE.t 


Seafaring men of all classes will find th 
above establishment 


THE BEST PLACE TO GET 
MHALS AT ALL HOURS. 
MODERATE CHARGES. 
ATTENTION AND OIVILITY @QUARANTEED. 


J. WARD'S 


BOARD AND LODGINGS, 
BY DAY OR WHHK. 
17, 


OSBORNE STREET, 
EXUL... 
COMFORTABLE HOME FOR SEAMEN. 


Mrs. G. GAWLER’, 
100, QUEEN STREET, BARRY. 


Seamen Boarded by Day or Week acocrding 
to Union Principles, 


GRIFFITHS DINING & COCOA ROOMS 


41, GREAT HOWARD ST., LIVERPOOL. 
(OPPOSITE NORTHERN ¥ OSPITAL,) 


Ceatering’ Men of all Classes will find the ubove 
Establishment the best place to get 


GOOD MEALS AT MuDERATE CHARGES 
Attention & Civility Guaranteed. 
LONDON. 
C. MARRINGTON, 


PRIVATE BOARDING HOUSE FOR OFFIGERS ON 
BOARD SHIP. 
HOME COMFORTS STUDIED. TERMS MODERATE. 


76a, MINORIES. 





























SEAFARING MEN 


WILSON’S TEMPERANCE HOTEL AND _ DINING ROOMS, 
174, HIGH STREET EAST, SUNDERLAND. | 


— 


SHOULD GO TO 


VISITING SUNDERLAND 


NOTED FOR GOOD PLAIN COOKING. COMFORTABLE BEDS 


MODERATE PRICES., | 
BOARD AND LODGING BY THE DAY OR WEEE 


r 
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Printed by Perxins Bacon & Co., Limited, 36-40, Whitefriars-atreet, E.C., and Published by A. Cowrs, at 150, Minories, London, 
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